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Conſcience: 


Occaſionally Determined, 


__—_— 


ALE TITER from a Friend 
concerning the enſuing 
CASES. of 


SI R, CD 

Aving peruſed the Papers you ſent me, I 
H can ſafely vouch them for Genuine, and 
wot inthe leaſt Spurions,” by that reſem- 
blance they wear: of their Reverend Author; and 
therefore you; need not fear to bring them to the 
Publick Teſt, and let them look the Sun in the . 

face. | | | 
'Ti true, their firſh Commiſſion was but ſhort, 
and long fine expired, they being deſigned only do 
viſit and refpetiively ſatisfie ſome private Friends , 
yet I cannot ſee what injury you will offer to 


bs ſacred aſhes, if, by renewing that, you ſend 
them on a little farther Embaſſie for the common 


good, | 
Indeed the leaft remains of. ſo matchleſs a Cham- 
pion, ſo invincible an Advocate in toro Theologico, 
like the filings and fragments of Gold, ought not to 
be loft ; and pity the world was not worthy many 
more of his learned Labours. | 
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But —= Preſtat de Carthagine tacere quam 
pauca dicere> far be it from me to. pinion the 
wings of bis Fame, math any rude Letters of | 
Commendation; or, by way of precarious Pedan- 
try, to court aty man into a belief of his worth, 
Since that were 30-attempt Lliads after Homet, ayd 
"fpolt a Piect dove already to the life by "his oy 
"Pencil, the works mpgredf do fefficiengty praiſe him 
+1 the gates. ok 
All T aim at #4.t0 commettd ad peri ybur pious 
zntention, to give the world ſecurity, by making theſe 
Papers publick., that they ſhall never bereafter ſtand 
7n necd of any other hand to ſnatch them /dul of the 
firs, a doom (;you ſay) ance written upon 16Þt. 75 
.T bave no farther trouble to giue you, bultto 91h 
you for thoſe 'exoxllent. Pears of the; fame Hand th 
Stamp ( as every Intelligent. Readercwilleefily dij: 
. 6ern,) with rehich. as an . acceſſion. to::this , Editidn, 
your Care and Picty. hath abliged the Publzch :\Otiy 
again let me beſpeak your vigilance over the Priſt, 
which by ber daily teeming. and..gkpertneſs, .or ( at 
Jeaft ) negligence af the Midiviſt,, is wont of Late to 
:ſpoil good births: with monſtrous.” deformities , and 
«1pardonable kxxata 3. ſo. you: will apaid a donil: | 
.gailt contratied by ſome without fear on wit, of abte Ir 
ſing your critical Reader. on the one. band, and your 
moſt judicionſly exat Writer on the other z and (if 
that may contribute any thing moye_). very noch gra- 
zifie the moft unwortby of bj Admirers. 1 
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Age 5. line 7. read not at all, p.6, I penult, dele ſo 


long as, p.15, 1.12, r, change, p. 2. 1.ult. r.with, p.33, 
1.16.7. ſhe, ibid.1,22, r.it iy p.32. 1.4 I. unto, P.42.1.24, 
dele of, p.43. 1.10, r.married, p.45.1,v1.r. ſayings, ibid. 
1.24. F. muta, p.51, 1.7. T. Premiſſes. p. 521.9. r.t0 whom, 
ibid.1.25.r.ſhould, p.c3.1.23.r.with 4, Pp. 56.1. 12.r.haþlys 
p«57.1.23,r. herſelf. ibid. 1.ult, r. he, p.67.1.3. r.doth bus, 
P.72,1. 13.7. artis, ibid. ). 17, r.negrer, P84. 1.19. F. Mes 
diations, p.36. 1.11, r,a Prince, ibid.1:26.after right; add 
belongeth to him; and another to aſſume a power that 
right, p.96.1.23, r. or what means, P.99.1.5. for tor. ' 
p.106, 1.7. r.whereunto, p.107. | ult,dele in, p.119-1-13/ 
dele to, p.120.1,23.dele the, p.136. 1.19. r.meketh, p.137s 
1.4. r.parts, p,141-1.21.r.v0ideth, p.142.1.6.r place. 
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The Caſe of the Sabbath, 


To My very Loving Friend Mr, Tho? 
Sa, at DO, B, Neottingh, 
March 28, 1634, 


Ape Hen by your former Letter; 
| you deſired my preſent Re- 
ſolution in two Queſtions 
therein propoſed concern= 
ing the Sabbath : although 
I might not then fatisfic 
your whole defire (bein 
oath to give in my opinion before I had wel 
weighed it ) yet that I might not ſeem al- 
together to decline the task impoſed on 
me by you, I engaged my {elf by promiſe, 
within ſhort time, to ſend you what upon 
further conſideration I ſhould conceive 
thereof. Which promile, ſo far as my many 
ditractions -and occaſions would permit, I 
endeavoured to perform by peruſing the 
Books you ſcent me, (in the one whereof, I 
found written on the ſpare paper with your 
hand, a Note moving a third Queſtion,about 


fie Name of the Sabbath alſo; ) and by 
| | B looks 
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looking up, and reviewing ſuch ſcattered 
Notes as I had touching that Subje&. But 
then I met with difficulties ſo many and great 
(whereof the more I conſidered, the more 
Rill I found them to encreaſe) that 'I law it 
would be a long work, and take up far more 
. time then I could ſpare, to digeſt and enlarge 
what ſeemed needful to be ſaid in the three 
Queſtions in ſuch ſort as was requiſite, to 
give any tollerable ſatisfaction either to my 
{elf or others, Wherefore I was eftfoons 
minded to have excuſed my felt by Letter to h 
you, from farther medling with theſe Que- }f © 
ſtions,and to have remitred you over for bet- 
ter ſatisfaction to thoſe men, that have both 
better leiſure to go. about ſuch a buſineſs, 
and better abilities to go through with itthan 
I have for to queſtions of importance, bet- 
ter nothing be ſaid, than not enough : And 
the rather was I minded ſo to do, when | 
perceived there were rumors ſpread in thelc 
| om (occaſioned, as I verily ſuppole , by 

ome ſpeeches of your good friend Mr. 1. 
A.) as it 1 were writing a Treatiſe of the 
morality of the Sabbach, Which beſides 
that, it might raiſe an expeRation of ſome 
great matters which I could in no wile a0- 


iwer; it wight allo expoſe that little 1 
- ſhould 
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ſhould have done to the miſ-cenſures-:of 
men wedded to their own opinions, if after 
[ had laid mine open,it ſhould-have happen- 
ein any thing (as in ſome things like e- 
nough it would) to have diſagreed. from 
theirs. Yer, becauſe by your late kind Let- 
ter, (wherein, whilſt I was ſlack in making 
it, you have prevented mine excuſe,) I per- 
ceive the continuance of your former deſires 
[ have therefore ſince reſolved to do ſome- 
what, though not ſo much as I firſt intended, 
hoping that you will in friendly manner in« 
terpret my purpoſe therein, * I have there- 
fore now ſent you but a naked ſummary of 
my thoughts concerning the three Queſtions, 
tbſtrated from all thoſe Explanations, Rea- 
ſons, Teſtimonies of Authors, removals of 
ObjeRions, and other ſuch Enlargements as 
might have given further both luſtre and 
trength rhereunto, 
Howſoever,by what I preſently ſend, you 


may ſufficiently ſee what my opinion is; 


which I (hall be ready to clear, ſo far as my 
underſtanding will ſerve, in any particular 
wherein you (hall remain doubtful; and as 
ready to alter when any man ſhall: inſtru 
me better, if he bring good evidence et- 
ther of Reaſon, or of Scripture-Text for 


B 2 what 


_ Eccleſiaſtical Writcrs,it 1s conſtantly appro 
priated to the day of the Jews Sabbati, 
of Saturday; and nor at all (till of late years) und 


« 


, 
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what he affirmeth : The Queſtions are, 
: © x, Which is the firteſt Name: where- 
by to call *the: day 'of our Chriſtian 
weekly-reſt > whether: the Sabbath , the 
Lord's-day, or Sundays 
- 21 Whatis the-meaning of that Prayer | \ 
appointed to 'be: uſed im our Church, | " 
| Lord have Mercy upon us, and enclize, Q 
hs as it is repeated after, and applied 
to rhe words of the fourth Command. || * 
ment? 
- 45. Whether it be lawful to uſe any | Li 
| bodily recreation upon the Lord's.dav » © ** 
' and it fo, then whar kind of Recreations Y* 
maybe uſed 2 We 99 4=>1061 "i 
I. Concerning the Name Sabbatum, or" 
Sabbath, I thus conceive ; Ot 


r. That in Scripture, Antiquity, and all lon 
a, 


nn - - 


uſed to ſignific our Lord's-day , or Suny,-7- 


day. te [ 

2. That to call Sunday,by the name of tq;*©? 
Sabbath-day,(rebus ſic [tantbus) may for ſun 
dry reſpeRs be allowed in the Chriſta ,?- 
Church wichour any great inconveniency F* 9" 
and chat rherefore men (otherwiſe ſober - 5 A | 
mMoacy +" 


: 


band 
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moderate) ought not to be cetiſured with 
too much; ſeverity, neither charged with Ju- 
diſm, if. fomerimes they ſo ſpeak; © 2 
3. That yet for ſundry other reſpcas. it 
were perhaps much more--expedicht, .if the 
word Sabbath-(in'thve notion) were either 
| Þ rot all, or clſe:more ſparingly uſed, - 
II. Concerninz the name IDomrnica, or 


ew) 


the Lord's-day jt! i tt ft et nd tb: (MVR 
1. That ie was taken upin memory of our w ||] 
Lord Chriſt's ReſurreQion, and . the great 
y work of onr Redemption. accompltthed 
therethyis dc bu fot 1 om nfo 
2, Thar ic hath-warrant fronv the Scetip- 
wre, (Apoc, 1, 10.) "andihath been bf: Tong 
woNtinued -vſe in the Chriſtian Church; to 
fonifie the firſt day-of the week,” or Sun- 
lay, 
I[f. Concerning -the name Des Qolrs, or 
unday, | Mi LOC i: yt, 4.9759 : 
T. That it is taken'from the courſes of 
the Planets, as the'names of the other daics 
Je: the reaſon whereof is to be: learned 
tom Aſtronomers, ' ka 
| 2, That'it hath been uſed generally, and | 
i long time, in moſt parts of the World. | 
an, 3- Thar: ir 1s nor. juſtly chargeable with Wit! | 
deFratheniſm 5 and that ir proccedeth from Wl (01 


» % ; T x f 


+. 
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much weakneſs ar the leaſt, (if. not rather 
ſu qo; ſome men condemn the uſe 
a; as prophane , heatheniſh, or unlay- 
IV. Of the fitneſs. of the aforeſaid three 
names compared one with another. 

T. That according to the ſeveral matter 
or occaſions of ſpeech, each of the three 
may be fitter in ſome reſpe, and more 
proper-to-be uſed than either of the other 
ewo's As, ©. ERE | 

r1..The Name Sabbath : when we ſpeak 
of a time of reſt ;ndeterminate, and in ge- 
.netal;: without reference to! any partic - 
Jar day : \and-the other two; when we 
, ſpeak determinately of that day which is 
-obſerved..in the Chriſtian Church, Of 
which two again, 
' 2, Thiat of the Lord's-day is fitter, in 
the Theological and Eccleſiaſtical ; and, 
' 3+ That of Sunday, in the civil, popu- 
har, and common ule, 

2.. Yet lo as that none of the three b 
condemned as utterly unlawful, whatſoeve! 
the, matter or occaſion be, but that eve!) 
man be left to his Chriſtian liberty here 
ſo-long as ſo long as ſuperior Authority dot 


ET. | 
not reſtrain it, Provided ever, .that ar” 


> — 
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he doth herein, he do 1t without vanity or 
affection in himſelf, or without uncharita- 
bly judging or deſpiſing his Brother that 
doth otherwiſe than himſelf doth. 


To the ſecond Ruekiton, 


V. The words of that Praycr, [Lord 
have mercy, &c,] repeated after the fourth 
Commandment , do cvidently import, as 
they do in each of the other tcn, 

1, An acknowledgment of three things, 
VIZ, | 

1, That the words of that particular 
Commandment contain in them a Law, 
whereunto we are lubjec, 

2. That it is our boundenduty to en- 
deavour with our uttermoſt power to 
keep the ſaid Law. 

3. That our naughty hearts have (of 
themſelves) no inclination to keep it, un- 
til God, by the work of his Grace, ſhall 
encline them thereunto, 

2, A double (upplication, v1z, 

1. For mercy, in reſpe& of the time 
paſt, becauſe we have failed of our boun- 
den duty heretofore, _ 

2, For Grace, in reſpe& of the time 

B 4 7 to 


—_—— 
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'to come, that we may perform our dutics 

better hereafter. 

VI. But how far forth the words of the 
fourth Commandment are to be taken as 
a-Law binding Chriſtians , and by what au- 
thority they have that binding power, 1s the 
main difficulty. 

For the reſolution whereof, it may ſuf. 
fice every ſober minded Chriſtian, to under- 
ſtand the Prayer appointed by the Church, 
1n that meaning which the words do imme- 


diately import ; and without over=curious | 


inquiry into thoſe things that are more dil. 
putable, to believe theſe few points follow- 


ing, which ought to be taken as certain and. 


granted among!t Chriſtians ; v1z. 

I. That no part of the Law delivered 
by Mcſes to the Jews, doth bind Chriſti- 
ans under the Goſpel, as by vertue of 
that delivery; no, not the ten Command- 
ments themſelves, but leaſt of all the 
fourth, which all confeſs ro be (at lealt) 


in ſome part Ceremonial. 


2. That the particular determination 


of the time to the ſeventh day of the 
week, was Ceremonial. And fo the oblt- 
gation of the fourth Commandment in 
that reſpeQ, (alchough it were Juris divie 


2 
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_ ni poſitivito the Jew, yet) is ceaſed toge=- 
_ ther with other legal Ceremonies fince 
the publiſhing of the Goſpel, and bindeth 
not Chriſtian Conlciences. | 
3. That the ſubſtance of the fourth 
Commandment in the general,(vz. that 
ſome certain time ſhould be ſet apart 
from ſecular imployments, to be ſanQi- 
fied to an holy reſt, for the better attend- 
ing upon God's publick and ſolemn wor- 
ſhip) is moral and perpctual, and of 
Divine right, as a branch of the Law of 
Nature, whereunto Chriſttans under the 
Goſpel are ſtill bound, 
| 4. Thar de fa8o, the Lord's-day, or 
Sunday, 1s the titze appointed to us for 
that purpoſe by ſuch ſufficient Authority, 
as we ſtand bound in Conſcience to o- 
bey: abſq; hor, whether that Authority be 
immediately Divine, or but mediately 
through the power of the Church. . 
This 15 ſufficient ro regulate the judgment 
and Conſcience of every ordinary Chriſtian, 
Jet is it not unlawful for Scholars (foberly 
and fairly) to argue and debare a little far- 
ther matters which are queſtionable, for the 
detter finding out of the Truth. 
And the points in this Argument that are 


molt 


_— 
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— 


molt in controverſy, are theſe two, v2, 

1. Concerning the obſervation of a 
weekly Sabbath ; whether it be of neceſſi. 
ty to keep: one day of _ ſeven > And 
by what right we are tied fo to do ? 

2. Cofccrning the change of the 
Jewiſh Sabbath into the Lord's-day 
and by what Authority it was done, 
VII. As touching the obſervation of a 

weekly Sabbath; there are theſe three differ- 
chit opIntons, v2, 

1, Thar it is de jure natural:, as a branch 
properly of the Law of Nature, 

2, That it is properly and direQtly de jure 
diwviro poſitive; eſtabliſhed by God's exprels 
poſitive Ordinance in his Word, ' 

3. That it is meerly de jure human & Bc 
 clejiaſtico, introduced by Authority, and 

cſtabliſhed by the cuſtom and conſent of the 
Catholick Church. 

Touching which three opintons, T leave 
it to the judicious to conſider, 

1. Whether the laſt of them. might not 
hap to be of evil conſequence, by leaving it 
in the power of the Church, at her pleaſure 
ro change the old proportion of one 1n ſe- 
ven, (which hath continued ever ſince the 
daics of Moſes) into any other greater 0 
lefler proportion of time 2 2, Vie: 
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2, Whether the two former opintons 
(though they do indeed avoid that incon- 
venience) do not yet ſtand upon ſuch weak 
grounds otherwiſe, that they are by many 
degrees more improbable than the third 2 

3. Whether a fourth opinion poing in a 
middle way, might not be propoſed with 
pou probability, and entertained with 
etter ſafety than any of the former three 2 
viz, That the keeping holy of one day in 
ſeven, is of Divine poſitive right, taking jus 
arvinum 1n a large Sroillaiaion: 07. for chat 
only which is primarily, properly, and dt- 
realy ſuch , according to the tenor .of the 
ſecond opinion; bur including withal that 
which is Secondarily, Conſequently , and 
Analogically ſuch. 

VIII. For the better underſtanding where- 
of, we are to conſider ; 

I, That thoſe things are de jure diw1ino 
in the firſt and ſtrict fenſe : which either, 

I, Are enjoyned by the expreſs Ordi- 
nance and Commandment of God in his 
holy Word ; orelle, 

2.; May bededuced there-from by ne- 
ceflary, evident, and demonttrative illa- 


tion. "Fe1 


In which ſenſe, there are not many things K10 
e : 


mom <— —— IE 
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de Jure divinn under the New Teſtament. 

2, That for a thing to be de jure diving 
in the latter and larger ſenſe, it ſufficerh that 
it may be by humane Diſcourſe Upon rea- 
ſons of Congruity probably deduced from 
the Word of God, as a thing moſt con- 
venent to be obſerved by all ſuch as defir! 
unfeignedly to ordet their waies according 
to "7 s holy Will. 

. That this. kind of Jus divinum may 
be C Gcably diſcerned' by the concurrence 
of all, or the chieteſt 'of theſe four things 
following, VIZ. 

1. 2A Condation of Equity -for the 
_ thing in general, cither in the Law of 
Nature, or by vertue of Divine Initiry- 
tion. 

2. An Aadays held for ahc- particu- 
far determination, with ſuch Laws and 
directions as were given to the. Jewiſh 
people in the Old Teſtament, ſo far as 
the reaſon of Equity holdeth alike. 

3. Some probable inſinuattons thercot 
1p the Scriptures of the Nerv Teſtament, 

4. The continued practiſe of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, lo far as the condition of 
the times in the ſeveral Ages.'thercof 
would permit, For, Lex currit CHmn praxt, 

4. That 


> LS SDL = Eos SD ran ns 4g = 
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4. That all theſe do in ſome meaſure 
concur for the obſcrvation of a weekly Sab= 
bath ; as upon the examination of the ſeve- 
ral particulars will eaſily appear, 

IX, This diſtinftion of Fus divinum is 
to be obſcrved the rather, becauſe ir may be 
of very gvod ule, (it rightly underſtood and 
applied.) 

x. For cutting off the moſt material in- 
ſtances, which are uſually brought by the 
Romiſh Party for the maintenance of their 
unwritten Traditions. 

2, For the clearing of ſome, and the filen- 

cins of other ſome Controverſies in the 
Church, which are diſputed pro and coz with 
much heat ; as, v:z. concerning, 

I. The Government of the Church 
by Biſhops. $ = 

2, The Diſtin&ion of Biſhops, Pricſts 
and Deacons. 

3. The Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Cen. 
ſures, as Suſpenſion, Excommunicartion, 
© Cc | 

4. The Building and Conſecrating of 
Churches for the ſervice of God. 

5. The aflembling of Synods upon 
needful occaſions, for the maintenance of 
the Truth, and for the ſcrling of Church 
Attairs, The 
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6. The forbidding of Marriages to be 
made within certain degrees of Conſan- 
guinity and Aﬀinity, 

7. The Baptizing of Infants born of 


Chriſtian Parents. 


* 8. The maintenance of the Clergy by 
the Tithes of the people, and ſundry o. 
ther things : none of all which (to my 
underſtanding) ſeem to be de jure divin 
In that firſt and proper ſenſe; bur yet all 
(or moſt) of them to be de jure div 
in this latter and larger ſignification. 

3. For the right bounding of the Churches 


power, that ſhe be neither denied her Jaw- 
ful liberty in ſome things, nor yet aflume to 
her ſelf a greater power than of right be- 
longeth unto her in other ſome, For, 


1. In things that are meerly de jure 


humanoz every particular Church hath | 


power in her ſelf from time to time, to 


order, and altcr them at her pleaſure,and | 


may exerciſc that power when ſhe think- 
eth fit. 

2, Things that are de jure divizo In 
that firft ſenſc, the Univerſal Church may 
not (and much leſs then may any particu- 
lar) at all rake upon her to alter,but mult 


oblerve them. inviolably, whatſoever - 
| ceſſi- 
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' | ceffities or diſtrefſes ſhe be put unto, 
83 3. Things thatare de jure divino in 
this latter ſenſe, every particular Church 
| (but much more the Univerſal) hath a 
powerto alter in a caſe of neceſſity : But 
the exerciſe of that Power is fo limitc«l 
to extraordinary caſes, that it may not bc 
fate for her at all to exerciſe it; unleſs it 
be for the avoiding of mighty inconve- 

nicnces,not otherwiſe to be avoided. 

X, As for the other controverſed Point, 
touching the charge of the day, from the 
laſt day of the week, or Saturday , (which 
was the Jews Sabbath) to the firſt day of 
the week, or Sunday, which is our Lord's- 
day : My opinion 1s, that the obſervation 
of the Lord's-day among Chriſtians inſtead 
of the Jewiſh Sabbath, 

7. Is not grounded upon any command- 
ment given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles. 

2. Nor yet upon any Apoſtolical Conſti- 
tution given by the Apoſtles unto the Chur- 
ches in that behalf. Bur, 

2. Thatit was taken up by the ſucceed- 
ing Church; part!y in imication of- ſome of 
the Apoſtles, who uſed (eſpecially in the 
Churches of the Gentiles ; for in the Chure 
ches of FJudea the old Sabbath was ſtill ob- 


ſerved) LEI 
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ſerved) to Celebrate their Holy Afemblicg 
upon the firſt day of the week, in the honour 
of Chriſt and his ReſurreQion ; and partly 
for the avoiding of Judaiſm, wherewith falſe 
Teachers in thoſe firſt times were ever and 
anon attempting to cnthral the Chriſtian 
Church. 2 
4. That the obſervation of the Lord's- | 
day,having been confirmed by ſo many Con- 
ſtirutions both Eccleſiaſtical and Imperial, 
and having withal continued with: ſuch uni 
form conſcnt throughout the whole Chrilti- 
an World, for ſo many Apes ever ſince the 
Apoſtles times ; the Church (not to diſpute 
what (he may ot may not do 7 plenitudine | 


 poteſtatzs, yet) ought not to attempt the al. | 


tering of it to any other day of the week, 
To the third Rueſtion, 


XI. In this matter touching Recreations 
to be uſed on the Lord's-day, much need 
yot be ſaid, there being little difficulty in it, 
and His Majefties laſt Declaration in that 
behalf having pur it paſt Diſpuration, I fay 
then, | 

TJ. For the Thizz, That no man can rea- 
ſovably condemn the moderate uſe of _ 

vs 
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ful Recreations upon the Lord's-day, as fim- 
ply, and de —_— unlawful. 

2, For the Kind, Albeit there can be no 
certain rules given herein, (as in moſt indif- 
ferent things it cometh to pals) by reaſon of 
the infinice variety of circumſtances, to fir 
with all particular caſes, but that ſtill much 
muſt be left to private diſcretion : yet for 
ſome direRions in this matter,reſpe& would 
be had in the choice of our Recreations. 

I. To the Publick Laws of the State. 
Such games or ſports as are by Law pro- 
hibited, (though in themſelves otherwiſe 
lawful) being unlaw:ul to them that are 
under the obedience of the Law. 

2. To the condition of the Perſon. 
VValking and diſcourſing with men of 
liberal Education, is a pleaſant recreati- 
on; it is no way delightſom to the ruder 
fort of people, who ſcarce account any 
thing a ſpore which is not loud and boy- 
ltcrous, 

3. To the cfic&s of the Recreations 
themſelves. Thoſe being the meerelt to 
be uſed, which give the beſt refreſhing to 
the body, and leave the leaſt impreſhon it 
the mind. In which reſpe&, Shooting , 


Leaping, Pitching the Bar,Stoo!-ball,@«c. 
| C are 
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are rather to be choſcn than Dicing , 

Carding, &«. f 

3. For the Uſe, That men would be cx- 
horred to uſe their Recreattons and Paſtimes 
upon the Lord's-day in godly and commen- 
dable fort. For which Surpoſe , amoneſt 
others, theſe cautions following would be 
remembred, 

x. That they be uſed with great mo- 
deration (as ar all other times, ſo cſpeci- 
ally, aud much more) upon the Lord's- 
day. 

2, That they be uſed at ſeafonable 
times, not in time of Divine Service, nor 
at ſuch hours as are appointed by the 
Maſter of the houſe whereunto they be- 

\ Jong, for Private Devotions within his | 
own houſe, His Majeſties Declaration | 
limiceth mens liberty this way, til! after } 
Even-fong be ended. | 

- Z. Thar they be lo uſed, as that they 

may rather make men the fitter for God's | 
Service the relt of the day, and for the | 
works of their Vocations the reſt of 
the week, than any way hinder or dil- 
able them thereunto, by over-wearying 
the -2k or immoderately atfeding the 
mind, 


4. That 
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4. Thar they uſe them not doubtingly 
for whatſoever 1s not of Faith, is ſin, He 
therefore that is not ſatisfied in his own 
judgment, that he may lawiully, and 
without fin, uſe bodily recreations on the 
Lord's-day, ought by all means to forbear 
the uſe thereof, left he ſhould fin againſt 
his own Conſcience. 

5. That they be ſcverer towards 
themſelves than rowards other men in the 
uſe of their Chriſtzan liberty herein, not 
making their own opinion or practiſe # 
rule to their brethren. In this, as in all 
indifferent things, a' wiſe and charitable 
man will in godly' wiſdom deny himſelf 
many times the ule of that liberty, which 
In godly charity he dare not deny to his 
Brother. 


C 2 THE 


The CASE of 
Marrying with a Recuſant. 


OS & 


pr Qure of July the 2d. I Yeſterday Jul 
the 6th. received. In Anſwer to the 
Contents whereof (deſiring that my Servi- 
ces may withal be moſt humbly preſented 
to my very much Honoured Lord) I return 


you what my preſent thoughts are concern= | 
ing the particulars therein propoſed, Firſt, | 
for Marrying a Daughter to a profeſſed Pa- | 


pift (conſidered in Theſi, and as to the point 


of Lawtulneſs only) I am fo far from think- 
ing the thing in it ſelf to be ſimply, and tots 
genere, unlawful ; that I dare not condemn 
the Marriage of a Chriſtian with a Pager 
(much leſs with any other Chriſtian, of how 
different Perſwaſton ſoever) as ſimply evil 
and unlawtul, inaſmuch as there be Gaſes 
imaginable, wherein it may ſeem not only 
Lawtul, bur expedient alſo, and (as the cxi- 
=_ ot Circumſtances may be ſuppoſed) 
tle leſs than neceffary ſo ro inter-marty. 
Bur ſince things lawful in the General, and 

oe 
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in Theſi, may become (by reaſon of their in- 
expediency) unlawful pro hic & aunc, and 
in Aypothejs to particular perſons ; and thar 
the expediency or inexpediency of any aRti- 
on to be done, is to be meaſured by the wor- 
thinels of the end, the conjunure of pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, and the probabilicy of 
good or evil conſequents and effects, pru- 
dentially laid rogether, and weighed one 
294inſt another ; - 1 conceive it alrogether un- 
ate for a Conſciencious perſon (eſpecially 
in a buſineſs of ſo great concernment, as 
the Marrying of a Child) to procecd upon 


| the General Lawſulncſs of the thing, with- 
{ out due conſideration of Circumſtances,and 
other requiſites for the warranting of par- 


ticular Actions. Now, as for the Marriage 
of a Daughter with one of fo different Pcr- 
lwaſion (in point of Religion) as, that they 
cannot joyn together in the ſame way of 
God's Worſhip, which is the caſe of a Pro= 
tettant and a Papiſt, it is very rare to find 
luch a concurrence of Circumſtances , as 
that a man can thence be clearly ſatisfied in - 
li Judgment (without juſt cauſe of doubr- 
lng the contrary) that it can be expedient to 
conclude upon ſuch a Marriage ; and how 
largerous a thing it is to do any thing with+ 
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out a doubting Conſcience, we may learn from 
Rome. 14. 13.. For the evil conſequents pro. 
bably to cnſne upon ſuch Marriages, are fo 
many and great, that the conveniences which 
men may promiſe to themſclves from the 
ſame (if they ſhould anſwer expeRation, as 
ſeldom they do to the full) laid in an equal 


 ballance there-againſt, would not turn the 


ſcale; and in one reſpe&t the danger is 
greatcr to matry with a Papiſt, than with one 
of a worſc Religion ; for that the main Prin- 


ciple of his Religion, (as a Papi#t) is more | 

/ a Conjyoal 
Soctery, than are the Principles of molt | 
Hereticks ; yea, than thoſe of Pazazs, ot | 
Athei/ts, tor holding that there is no Salva- | 
bility bur in the Church ; and that none 1s | 
in the Church, bur ſuch as acknowledg Sub- | 
jection to the See of Rome it is not potlible, | 
but that the Husband muſt needs conclude } 
his Wite to be in the ſtate of Damnation, | 


deſtructive of the comfort o 


ſo long as {he continucth Proteſtant : whence 
one of theſe two great inconveniences will 


unavoidably follow ; that cither he will uſe } 
all endeavors, engins, and artifices, to draw | 
her to the Church of Rowe, (as indeed wio | 
can blame him to bring his Witec into a a- 


pacity of everlaſting Salvation ? ) rhe - 
) s < 
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[ſs importunity whereof (together with the 
il advantages they of that party can make 
from the Ba Contuſtons that are amongſt 
us in thcſe times ) it will be very hard tor 
one of the weaker ſex perpetually to ref(iſt ; 
or elſe in caſe ſhe ſtand firm in hier Religion 
20ainſt all Afaults and Atrewprs to the con- 
trary, whatſoever he may be towards her in 
ourward carriage, he cannot bur in his in- 
mott thoughts, paſs judgment upon her, as 
an obſtinate and deſperate Heretick, and (fo 
living and dying) an accurſed and damned 
Creature, 'Thele are ſad things both; and 
it is not conceivable how a Woman lo 
matched ſhould live with any comfort, or 
cyer hope to ſee a good day, wherein he 
ſhall not either be rempred from her Relt- 
gion , or cenſured for it; what afſurance 
can (he have of his good affections towards 
her, who is bound not to pcrmit any better 
opinion of her, than of a Reprobate and 
Caſt-a-way ? Is it poſſible there may be ſo 
much good nature in the Husband, as to take 
of ſomewhar from that rigidnels, which 
otherwiſe the Principles ot his Religion 
would bind him to, or ſo much diſcrction, 
lweetneſs, and obligingncls in the Wives 
demeanor towards him, as to preſerve a 
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good meaſure of Conjugal AﬀeRion be. 
tween them, notwithſtanding their different 
Perſwaſions : This I ſay, is poThble , and 
where it happeneth ſo to be, it rendereth 
rhe condition of the Partics ſo much the 
Jeſs uncomfortable ; and that is the utmoſt 
of rhe happineſs that 1s to be hoped for from 
iuch Marriages : and I think there cannot be 
produced many examples thereot; yer even 
rhere, there cannot be that cordial Aﬀeton, 
and fulneſs of Complacency (whercin yer 
the chieteſt happineſs of Conjugal Society 
conſiſteth) that would be, if the ſame Par- 
tics ({vppoſed ro be of the ſame Qualifica- 
tions otherwiſe) were allo of the ſame Re- 
ligion.. I omit other #coomual differences, 
tat may, and very frequently do (occali- 
omlly) ariſe, betwixt Husband and Witc 
from this difference in Religion, as concern- 
ing the Entertainment of Fricnds,rthe cho'ce 
of Servants, the education of Children (ve- 
ry conſiderable things al! ) beſides ſundry 
others perhaps of leſs moment, yet ſuch 
as are apt to breed Diſcontents and Jca- 
Jouftcs, and ſomerimes break our into great 
Diſtempers in the Family ; Such Marriages 
therefore I ſhould utterly diflwade; efpe+ 
cially in the Notil:ty, Geatri, and _ 
alt), 
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nalty, where there is choiſe enough other. 
wiſe to be had of Perſons of equal Degree, 
Eſtate, and Education of the ſame Religion 
to match withal : Kings and Princes for rea. 
ſons of State, and becauſe there ts little 
choice of Perſons of equal Dignity with 
themſelves, are therefore oftentimes by a 
kind of neceſſity, put upon ſach Marriages , 
yet even there, where they are certainly the 
moſt excuſable, it hath been obſerved, that 
ſuch Marriages have proved for the moſt 
part unfortunate. 

The other Particular propoſed in your 
Letter, is concerning the Marriage of 4 
Daughter to one that profeffeth the Proteſtazt 
Religion, but having had Popiſh Parents, may 
be ſuſpeed (though be deny it) to be that way 
tnclized, The reſolution whereof (as of moſt 
other Caſes, and Pratiical Queſtions) will 
d:pend very much upon the conſideration of 
Circumſtances, whereunto being altogether a 
ranger, I am leſs able ro give Judgment in 
the Caſe with any certainty; only in or- 
der to the reſolution of the queſtion, theſe 
(wo my underſtanding) ſeem to be the moſt 
proper and 1umportanr Enquiries. 

Firſt, whether the Parents of the young 


Perſon be living or no, one or both > it both 
a: be 
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be dead, the Temptations from them (which 
in ſuch Caſes are wont to prevail very much) 
are by their Death clearly ſuperſeded; and 
then the danger is by fo much ils : bur if 
eiticr be living, there can be little {ccurity 
of the Sons contrauance in the Proteftants Br. 
Licf, (notwithſtanding his preſent Profefſion 
thereof ) when he ſhall be sf ault-d with the 
whole Authority of them, to whom he oweth 
Rewereuce, : 

Secoxaly, with what degree of Copficlence, 
and with whar kind of afjeverations he proe 
feſſeth the one, and denteth the other Relinion, 
for although they out of deſizn put on a coun- 
terfeit vizor, uſe all the art they can to d/- 
ſemble it ; yet very ſeldom can it be done 
lo canatnly, warily, and conſtantly, but that 
at ſome time or other, the diſſizrulation will 
vnawarcs bewray it ſelf to the ee of a c- 
7101s 6bſrrr wer, 

Thirdly, what meaſure of underſtanding 
the young Perfon (who is, you ſay, of ea; 
Abilnes tor his Age ) hath in the Fundamen- 
tal Articles of the Chriſtian Relig; thoſe I 
mcan, whercin the Expliſh and Romiſh Chur- | 
ches are at avreement, tor in thoſe the ſubſtance | 
of Chriſtianity corſiſteth 5 he thar rightly un- 
dcritands thoſe Catholrch Truths taught m 

tic 
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the Catechiſmrs of both Churches, and con- 
cerning which all Chr: ſiexdom (in a manner) 
are at a perfeF accord , and then will but ſaf- 
fer himſelf to conſider, that the Church of 
England doth not impoſe upon the judgments 
and conſciences of her Members, any thing to 
be believed, or received, as of zeceſſity to 
$alwation, than what is tr»ly Catholick, and 
by her Adverſaries confeſſed ſo to bez and 
conſequently, that the difference betwixt her 
and the Rowiſh Party, is wholly about thoſe 
Additionals or Superſtrufures, which they of 
the Romany Faith require to be believed, and 
recetved with like zeceſſity as the former ; but 
appear to us of this Church reſpefivel,cither 
evidently falſe, or of doubtful truth, or not of 
a:ſolute neceſſity to be believed ; 1 ſay, who- 
loever well con{tdereth this, may reſt ſatis- 
jied in his judgment and conſcience, that the 
Faith taunt and profeſſed in the Church of 
Bazlanl, is a plain and ſaſe way ty lead a 
Chriſtian Believer to Eteraal Salvation, it 
he withal lead his life and converſation ane 


{werable thereunto. 


To the lalt particular in your Letter, all 
the return I have to make, 1s no more bur 
an humble acknowledgment and ſinfe of his 
Lirdjbips noble favors towards me, in enter 
| taining 
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raining an opinion of me more ſuitable to 
his own goodneſs and ingenuity, than to my 
merit : I know not, nor defire to know of 
any occaſions likely to draw me into thoſe 
parts ſo diſtant from me (being grown into 
years, and infirmities, that render me very 
unfit for long Journeys) unleſs the buſineſs 
of my Soxs Marriage, which occaſion'd my 
late Journey to London, require a ſecond 
thither in Mychaelmas Term, But I am (fo 
ſenſible both of the trouble and charge of 
ſuch Journeys (beſides ſome inconveniences 
&o my affairs at home, whilft I am long ab. 
ſent) that I will avoid it, unleſs chere be no 
other remedy : I ſhall nor williazly decline 
any employment (within my low and nat- 
row ſphere, both of outward condition and 
parts) wherein my ſervice may be any wales 
uſeful, or but acceptable, to thar noble and ex- 
cellent Perſoy : but truly Sir, I conceive there 


will be little need Oi my further endear'o's, 


as to that particular expref{cd in yours, whe- 
ther what I have written now, give ſutrsfa- 
ion, or not; there are perſo;s nearcr hand, 
whom I know to be -2»c jitter for an emplo)- 
ment of that nature, thin wy ſelf, who have 
cyer ſtudied Peace more than Controverfies; 
and namely, one at the next door to Hatter 
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Hulſe, whoſe ſufficiency and readineſs in thar 
kind is well known to Mr, Geoffery Palmer. 
Sir, I wiſh you Happineſs, deſire your Pray- 


ers, and reſt, 


July, 7. 1656. Your Faithfa! and 


Humble Servant, 


The CASE of 
UNLAWFUL LOVE, 


WO Gentlemen who were ver) goud | 
Friends, and both of them Married, | 

[ vſed to converſe together familtarly ; one of theſe | 
| lt took a ſpecial liking in the company and conver- 
I ſation of the others Wife, and ſhe anſwerably 1n 
his s which afterwards proceeded to ſome degree | 
of Lowe, which, though ever reſtrained, and 
preſerved without any <10lation of Chaſtity, | 
ll; grew yet inthe end toihis iſſue, that they mu- | 
tually owed ether to other ; that if happily | 
either of them ſhould at any time be freed frm | 
the Bond o” M atrimonn (either he by the death | 
[t of his Wife, or ſhe by the death of her Husbard) MY t 
| that party ſo freed ſhould continue afterwards ( 
unmarried, and ſic y for the other, till the other I « 
| ſhould be freed alſo, thouth it were during life : OY | 
'q Now (o it 1s, that this Gentlewomans Huband WY + 
: died, and her affefiions and reſolution ſo alier- WY 1 
ed, that gladly ſhe would Marry, if ſhe might 1 
be releaſed of the Engagement of that Vow , 0r | 
| 


om_yw.—©” g_=— Je. RE. POET" A et pros 


perſwaded of the unlanfulneſs or nullity there- 
- of. 


Con- 
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Concerning the preſent Caſe, as it is pro« 
ounded, ſundry Points are necdfn! to be 
clolved, that fo we give a right judgment 
d: preterito, of what 1s already done for the 
une paſt, in reſpe& of the Gentlewomans 
J {mer promiſe, and found direion alſo de 
| F {4w70, which is further to be done for the 
\ I tine to come, in reſpea of her preſent di- 


ff ftrefles. . 
Pant I. 


3 $Se#. r. Firſtof all, Ir is conſiderable, 
| AY whether the promiſe made by the Gentle- 
A woman and her friend,were properly a Vow 
J orno? ſoiriscalled in the propoſal of the 
| JT preſent Caſe, and that agreeable to the com- 
; & mon uſe of ſpeech with us here in England, 
who extend the word [ Vow] very far ; nei- 
ther thall T make ſcruple in the enſuing Diſ- 
aſe, tomcrtimes to call it ſo; for Loquen= 
dum u: Yulgus, But to ſpeak properly, a Vow 
5a word of a narrower extent than a Pro- 
mſe, every Vow being indeed a Promiſe, but 
not every Promiſe neceſſarily 
Wow, (a) Prognſes may be Pr Sy 
made 1ndifferently, cither to oft fieri etiam He- 
God, or Mex; but Promiſes mini. Aquir. 2. 2. 
lade to Mez arc no Vors ; T _. _— 


wherc- 
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wherefore it is uſually inſerted into the de. 

u —_— a Vow, as a condi- 

Promiſfio Deo tion (5) efpentrally requiſite 
falls of "1* thereunto, that ir 46. - 
| to God alone, inſomuch as to | 
make a Vow to any Creature, is interpreta. | 
27ve to exalt the Creature into the place of | 
God, and fo to make it an 1o!, which is 
clear, not only from the i} 
(c)PAl. 76.11. (c) expreſs Precept of Gud, | 
£) .- oh and the conſtant (d) exanyles Af ! 
+ BY of godly mers and the uſual 
(e) Judg. 11.36. (e) phraſes of the Holy Glu 
Mal. $5.11. mn the Scripturess but allo 
from the univerſal conſent of all learned men, 
both Dives and others, and 
(1) Sponſio qua 0b- even of (t ) Heathens alſo: 
Chow. * © This Gentlewomans promfe 
then being made to the Gen. 
tleman her Friend alone , as was his allo | 

to her, and neither of both to God, ts there» 

forc to be taken for a meer Promiſe, but no 


Vov, | w| 


Se, 2. If for more confirmation thereof, W 
ſhe bound her ſelf alſo by Oath, as it is not : 
[ 


unlike, yer it is no more for all that but 2 
meer promiſe ſtill, and not a Vow for albeit 
the very uſing of an Oath be a calling " y/ fn 
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God into a buſineſs, and the perſon that eakerh 
an Oath doth thereby ſer himuelf in the pre 
ſence of God , yet an Oath E 
calleth him in only tobe (a) (a) Jware mbil eff 
: z aliad quam Deum 
a vitzeſs, without any Intent 7;ftem invecare. Aq. 
to make him a party to the * = 89. þ eX 
bufineſs, whereas in a Vow he %,gm. x. 28. by 
is made a party, and not on- F os Te- 
RN e promiſeris, id te-= 
ly a nitzeſs; whereunto a- F* 1 "x 
gee thoſe forms ſo frequent de offic. 


q in holy Scripture, in Oaths 


Cb_) Gen. 31. &. 
Judges 11.10. Mal. 


both aſſertory , and ſtipula- 


Y 01); (b) The Lord be wit- 2 14. (c) Rom. 


neſs between us : (c) God ts - yrs Fo Ga 
my witneſs - (d) T rake God (8s - = I. 23. 


| 0 Record, 2nd the like : for 


even as when a prom!ſe is made unto God, 
whereunto for the more ſolemnty, the pre- 
face of fome men is required as Witnr ſec, 
luch a Promiſe is to be held for a Vor, be- 
cauſe ir is made to God ator, although in 
the preſ-ace of Men : So on the other (ide, 


WJ mea Promſe is made unto ſvme Man, 
J Whcreunto tor the »2ore aff 4r 12ce,the preſence 


0! God is required as a witarſe, ſuch a Pro- 
mſe is not to be held for a Vow, becavle it ts 
made unto Man aloa?, although in the pre- 


[ne of God. 
D Sra.-3; 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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S$e8, 3, Nay further, if the Gentlewo. 
man when ſhe thus exgaged her ſelf, did nſe 
theſe very words [1 VOW TO GOD] or | 


words to that effeR, as we know is often | 


done in ſolemn Promiſes between man and | 


man; yet neither is that ſuſficient to make J; 
it properly a Vow , for to judg rightly when Ji 
queſtion is made concerning any particular | 
promiſe, whether it be a Vow yea orno; we | 
are not to be guided fo much by the forms 
of ſpeech, (which are ſubje& to change, im- 
propriety, and many defects) as by the true 
Intention and purpoſe of the partzes, elpeci- | 
ally the P/omiſer, Now, what was the whole | 
intent and purpoſe of theſe Parties, when they 
mutually bound themſelves in ſuch lort, as 
in the Caſe propounded is laid down, no rea- | 
ſonablc man can be tenorant s even this and 


rn oe 
no other, to give as good afſuraxce as they} 
could detiſe, either to other, and to receive 
the like afuraxce againgthat the :hing by them 
agreed 07, and promiſed, (hould be fartkfull 
performed ; and if either Oaths or Proteſia- 
t104s Were allo uſed Ly way of Conftrmatun, 
they are all in common intenament to be taken 
as tending to the ſelf-ſame purpoſe , without 
looking at any further thing; & clearly whete 
the Promiſer hath no intention to 6144 _ 
C 


i, TheCaſe of Unlanful Love, 35 


ſelf to God, but to May only, the Promiſe 
J bmade is nv Vow, whatſoever formality of 
mas may be uſed in the making of it. 
J $-8.4. Neither is the examrzation of this 
J ſoint a cur:oſ7ty cirher in it ſelf fruitleſs, or 
J npertinent to the Caſe 77 hand, for albeit, 
nthat which ſeemeth to be the very mat 
wiatof all, viz, the power of binding the Con- 
ſrexce, there be yo waterial difference be- 
ween a Vow, and an ordinary Promiſe ,, a laws 
Promiſe nolels b13ding unto performance, 
Jinan a lawful Vows and an wnlanful Vow no 
Wnore 4:74:72 than an ualanful Promiſe : yet 
Where is ſome difference between them, and 
bat of ſoze importance too, in reſpe& of the 
rloxation of that Bond for ſince it belong- 
(to 4122 to whom a hoxd is made, to grant 
leaſe thereof : It belongeth therefore to 
4 aloae to releaſe the obl:2ation of a Vow 
Wþd no man hath power ſo to do, becauſe 
Fe Vower by his Vow, bindeth himſelf to 
, not to Map , whereas the o-Irgation of 
mer Promiſe, wherein the Proziſer bind- 
"0 himſelf bur to ſome Mun, may be re- 
ed by chat Man ; and a releaſe trom him 
b the conſcience of the Promiſer a ſufficte 
Waſcharge from the ſaid obligation + which 
nlideration of what »ſe it will be in the 
D 2 preſent 


th. 


Tn —————— 
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preſent Caſe, will in the due place further ap. 

pear. In the mean time we have er1dexth 

proved, that this Gentlewoman vound her 
ſelf by Promiſe only, and not by I'ow. 


Point II: 


Sea.5. We are next to enquire cons] 
cerning the tal:att) thereof, 

Zrerf1@- 2vri. whether or no the Gentle-þ 
(a nom-7-2- . woman (a) having ar Huſ 
Land at that time, were lo d:ſabled in that re« 
ſpe from making ſuch a promiſe, thar the 
promiſe then made by her, without the H/-| 
bands corſent, was utterly vord trom the very 
beginning : For the Wite is 
(Co) Rem-7 2: under (b) the Lar, and (c) 
FEAT WIG: under the power of her Hu. 
bard, and lo is not ſur juris, nor can bind he 
{clt by Yew, Oath, Promiſe, or otherwile 
withour the privity and co; ſet of her Huf 
band , wiiich conſent we may preſume this 
- Geitlewoman never had, the promiſe being 
of that naturr, that it had been not only mm 
modeſty , but even madneſs, at all to have 
ſought it. And ir is certal 
Cd ) Numb. 39-3: frm the (d) Law ff God 
by Moſes (to the equ!) 
WICrco 


> — 


"The Caſe of Unlanful Love, 37 


1p. whereof Chriſtians are ſtill bound, becauſe 
it's founded upon rgh: Reaſon, and the light 
1, © Nature) that every Vow and Promiſe made 
by a pe7 ſon that of right hath not power to 
make it, is de jure nullums, altogether void 
fom the firlt inſtant, and 4:adeth the Party 
no more than 1f ir never had been made. 
Se, 6. It any Scrupl- thall arife from 
this.Cop{rder4:10a,that albeit the promſe made 
T by the Wife in her Husbazds lite-time, 61nd 
af. {ery not without his co-ſeat, ſo long as he 
Jlivcch, becauſe (he 1s all that while under 
bis power z yet after that ſhe 1s /ooſed from 
the law of her Huand, by his death, it (hall 
Athenceforth 4:24 her, becauſe ſhe then be. 
cometh ſus juris ; I ſay, this maketh no df 
frence at all in the Caſe; for this is a ge- 
ial Rule, that what 
(b) af ſoever had a CÞ) Quod initio vitioſum 


TE” . eft, non poreft tratu tempo- 
mlltty 142 7t at the firſt, ris convaleſcere, L. 29. F, 


wen it was done, can- de Dive Reg. ju. 

Wt by any ſucceedin? 

Ii of tame grow to be of force. ASit a young 
olar ſhall be /2ſti:uted to a Benefice, being 
ot of lawful years; or a young Heir make 
ſale of his Lands during m2mority, the 17+ 
litation and the ſale, as they were both T:014 
the 6e273147g, ſo they (ball continue word, 
3 a 
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me. 


as well aiter the Clerk is of lawful years, and Y; 
the Herr art full aze, as before; fo that to 

| Judg of the validity of any Vow, Promiſe, or | 
Covenant, reſpe& muſt I 

Cc) In ſtipulationibus id be had to (c) that wer) | | 
'Y, 


rempus ſpetfatur quo con- ras 
trahimus. L-10.5 abs. time wherein it was 


made, and to the pre. } ' 
ſent condition of the perſoa at that time, and Y/ 
not to any te or condition before or after + If ) 
then there were indeed a zullity in this Gen- 
tlewomans Vow, at the tre on ou (he made 
;, there is a z«{lity in it till $_ and if it were 
indeed of no force to bind her they, neither " 
is it of any force to bind her ow, : d 
Se, 7. But alter due pondering of thef l 
matter, I rather think, that there was not : 
nullity in' che promiſe at the firſt, neither (ſup * 
poſing it had been rightly qualified in other 2 
reſpe&s) was it 7:0: upon this ground; be © 
caule alrhough (he were not ſu juris abſolute 'Þ 
it is ſufficient yet, that ſhe was ſo quantum * 
a hoc. For a p-rfop that is under the poye j 


29 ancblb. ena 
—— 
”  "— 


of another, hatin yet power of h1»:ſelf, (and 1a 
is ſur juris)to ſpoſe of all (uch things,2s b) 4 
the free diſpoſal whereof, the proper r1ht 0 \ 
him, under whoſe power he is, is no way pt 


judiced ; bur in whatloever may be preju«! 
c1al to the other in any of his Rights, he | 
Jjurt 


: a_— 
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juris alien : neither may dſpoſe thereof withe 
out the others conſent, and if ſuch a perſon 
J ſhall make.a Yoyw, or other Promiſe concern- 
J ing any of choſe things wherein he is ſuc juris, 
J ſuch vow or promiſe (hall ſtand good, and is 


x © rot 207d (though poſſibly ir may be o2trous 
, | in other reſpects) from the 1ablity of the 


£ > <eb te ancb2fs en bx : 


rerſox that waketh it : As tor example, if a 
J Ser0azt ſhall promiſe to his own Father, to 
14 with him a day or two in Harveſt, this 
Il prazziſe, unleſs his Maſter conſezt thereunto, 
ſhall bz 0:4, becauſe the Maſter hath a right 
inthe Servants work, to which right it would 
] be pr/-judicial, if the Servant ſhould diſpoſe 
{ thereof after his own pleaſure ; bur if ſuch a 
| Servant ſhall promiſe unto his needy Father 
torelieve him from time to time with a third 
or fourth part of all lug, —ages as he ſhall re- 
ceive for his ſervice, thts promiſe ſhall be good 


Ml f itſelf; neither ſhall the Maſters conſent be 
AJ requiſite to make it ſo, becauſe the Maſter 


hath no right at all in the Servants wages s 
wherein to be prejudiced by the Servants 
4ſpoſing thereof according to his own mind : 
Now, foraſmuch as the Husbands right 
and power over the Wife ceaſeth together 
with his fe, (as the Apoſtle | 
(s) exprelly reacheth) and ſo (2) Rom: 7: 23 
D 4 cannot 
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cannot be prejudiced by any a# of the Wife 
done after his Deceaſe ; It is maniteſt that 
the Vite ts ſur Juris to make a wow or pro« 
miſe during her Husbands life-time, concern- | 

ing ſomcthing to be done after his deceaſe, in 
calc ſhe over2[;ve him, becauſe his ri2ht will | 
be expired before the performance of the ſaid | 
wow or promiſe be due; as to give inſtance | 
in a Caſe not much unlike to this in que. | 
ſtion : A Wife eſtated upon her Marriage in # 
a Foynture or Annuity for her lite ot an 100, y 
per Annum,maketh a promiſe in her Husbands | 
life-ttme to one of her younger Brothers, that | 
hath bur ſhort Means to allow him thence 
forward out of the ſaid Eſtate, To 7. yearly E 
toward his better Maintenance , this promiſe 
Is word unleſs the Huhand conſent, becauſe | 
the performance thy of would prejudice þ 
him in that right which he hath during his 
own lite in the Revenue of all the Lan; and | 
A unuities eſtared upon the Wife in Rewer- 
fon; bur it ſuch a Wite ſhall promiſe to 
her ſaid Brother to allow him the ſaid year- 
ly ſum of rol. after the deceale of her 
Husband, in caſe ſhe ſurvive him, this pro- 
miſe is good, though made by the Wite in 

her fs mt life-time, and without his con- | 


ſent, becauſe rhe Husbands right, (being to 
ceals 


tory opinion it is, that (b) 


; 
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ceaſe before the Promiſe is to be performed) 
cannot be prejudiced by the performance 
thereof : And this I find agrecable to the 
beſt Caſuiſts, whoſe peremp- 


C - 4 Vota uxorum 
Ve erYVarHM CXE- 
Husbands and Maſters CAR - quenda ith tempore 


nat diſannul ſuch Vows as quo ſuerint ſui juris, 
marit! vel donint 


their Wives and Servants non poſſunt irritare. 


J make concerning things to be Nav. Man. Num. 
= prrformed at ſuch times as they 
| [ball be from under therr power, Which poſi- 
222, if it be true (and IT yer ſee no reaſon 


65. (F alior. 


why it ſhould not) then doubtleſs this Gen- 


| tlewomans Vow made to her Friexd, though 
in the [;fe-time, and without the conſent of 


her Husband, was not 0-:gznally 07d from 
the inability ro make it, upon this reſpe, 
that ſhe was not ſu: juris lo to do. 


Point III. 


$eF. 8. But though I dare not (ay, nci- 
ther do I chink that there was a zlirty init, 
In reſpe& of the perſon, to make it w0:d that 
way; yet it cannot be denied, but there 
was much obl:quity in it, in reſpe of the 
matter, to make ir otherwiſe utterly unlaws 
ul; in which Point much necd not be ſaid, 
becauſe 


- 


4.2 The Caſe of Unlanful Lowe. 


becauſe the truth thereof will ſoon appear 
for there was in it maviteſtly a threefold of 
Iiqguitz, and thereby alfo a breach of three ſe. 
veral Commandments. The firſt obliquity 
was in reſpec of the unlawful affeRion trom 
which .it proceeded ; which being placed 
upon another than the Husband, and that in 
ſuch an high degree, as to produce a promiſe 
of this kind, muſt needs be :7t:ous, both for 
the 05je, and for the meaſure, and ſuch in- 
ordinate affetion by the Ara» 
C2) Mat. s. Jogy of our Saviours (a) cx- 
54 preſſion of the Law, is a vioia- 
tion of the Chaſtity of the heart, and lo a 
breach of the Seventh Commandment, The 
ſecond obI:quity was, the want of thar true 
Conjugal love which ovglht to be between Þ 
Husband and Wite, who # 
Cb_) Prov. 5.18. qgught to have a mutual (b) | 
Ecclei. 9. 9. © ; 
complacency and delight 
the one in the other, and to | 
Cc) Prov 5-19. be(c) (atisficd at all times | 
with the Love, Comfort, | 
and Socicty of the one of the other; which | 
Love, if it had been ſo throughly rooted | 
and ſeated in the Gentlewomans heart, as it 
ought to have been, would have «ruſped 


5 ; Ss. -'58 
all motions of »alauful affe Fio towards 
a 


- % n& oem | _——. 


Pere 
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2 Stranger in the ſhel, long before they 
could grow to ſuch ſtrong Reſolutions, as 
by the making of this Vow it appearcth they 
did ; for 1t 1s not to be imagined that ſuch a 
zap as this could be made, and really inten- 
ded to be performed,but we mult needs ſup- 
poſe in the parties ſo vow1izg, a kind of weari- 
neſs at the leaſt, if not rather ſome inward 
loathing of the preſent Yoak ; which being 
contrary to that honour that martyred per- 
ſons owe to thetr yoak-tellows,is ſo a breach 
of the Fitth Commandment : A third ob- 
liguity there was allo as a breach of the 
Tenth Commandment,againſt choſe expreſs 
words [Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbours 
Wife] every Man and Woman being to con- 
text themſelves with that lot, which, by Gods 
Providence hath betallen them,as in all other 
things, ſo eſpecially in that which is of the 
greateſt weight, the lot of Marriage, with- 
out covcting or [uſting after that which it 
hath rye the Wiſdom of God already 
to diſpole upon another; this Gentlewo= 
mans promile then being ſuch, as (if it 
ſhould be brought to an impartial Trial be« 
fore that Tribunal which .God hath ereQed 
In every ones Conſcience, and according to 
the ecnor of that Divine Law, whereof no 


——R— 


a uEPY The Caſe of Onlanful Love. 


Chriſtian ſhould be ignorant) could not be 
reaſonably acquitted from ary one of theſe 
ſinful O#1:quitzes, but not poſſibly from them 
all, we may conclude to nave been an Act 
utterly unlawful, 


Point IV. 


Sef. 9. But becauſe a Man may contratt 
an Ovligation by an 44 nor free from Oblie 
quit», as the ſaying in ſuch Cafes is, 
[ Fieri non debet, factum walet,] and we 
have a Ruled caſ- for it in the Covenant, 
which the Princes of Iſrael made with the 

Gibeonttes , which tnough 
Cb) Joſh. 9.14,09c. (b) ſrnfully pate art the firit, 
Cc) Ibid: ver. 19. $ 
2 Sam. 21.12. Was (c) neceflarily to be 

kept afterwards : We arc 
therefore to enquire into a Fourth Point, 
Whether the Gentlewoman having de fas 
bound her ſelf by ſuch an uzlawful promiſe, 
be ſtill, by virtue of the ſaid promiſe, bound 
in Coſcience to the pertormance thereot, or 
not > Toanſwer dire&ly to the Point, I take 
It, ſhe is not bound thereunto ; for that ſaying 
[ Fieri non debet, fatum waler] hath place 
only there, where the 0[711ty rhar maketh 
the a# unlanful, may be ſ{cvered from the 


ſubſtance of the wzatter, about which the a@t 
is 


| 
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is converſant ; as when a man woreth to do 
ſomething, which is not in it ſelf, and for 
the ſubſtance of the matter /izzply u-larful to 
be done ; bur yet woweth it, either ra(hly, 
and without due advertiſement, or for ſume 
indiret and unwarrantable end, or upon 
light and inſufficient inducements, or the 
like, any of theſe Ovliquities are enough to 
make the w99 unlanful, in reſpeRt of the at 
of owing, yer becaule theſe Ozlyquities do 


not neceflarily paſs upon the marter it ſelf, 


or the thing oped, bur may be ſevered from 
it, therefore, though the a# of v0w192 were 
ſinful, the Vox it (lt for all that may (tand 
J00d, and bind.the Party to performance ; 
but where the ſixful ob1:quity pafſeth upon the 
ſubſtance of the marter, or adhereth inſcpa- 
rably thereunto ; there not only the a& of 
vowing 1s ſinful, but the performance allo be- 
cometh unlawſul: In which Caſes thoſe 
other ſaying ought rather ro have place, J«- 
ramentum 308 aebet effe vinculum 1319u1taiss, 
1n malts promiſſis reſc;ade fidem, in turps Vae 
10 ma a decretum, QC. 


Se8, Io, It it (hall.be ſaid, that this dite 


erence being admitted, will nothing avail 


the Gentlewoman in our preſcne Caſe, to 
tree her from the 0+1:24tion of her ſaid pro- 


miſe ; 
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miſe, becauſe here the matter of promiſe 
ſcemeth not to be in it ſelf anlarful, eſpe. 
cially on her part; for if the Gentleman 
her Friend, were preſently free from the 
Bond ot Vatrimony by the death of his 
Witc, as the Gentlewoman now is by the 
death of her Husband, they might perform 
what they had promiſed either to other, by 
joyning themſelves in Matrimony, and that 
without ſin, which is an argument that the 
ſinful obI;quity was only in the a& of promi- 
ſing; which therefore they ought to repent 
of : but doth not cleave to the matter of the 
romile, which therefore they ought not to 
w:0late, To this I anſwer, what in my opi- 
nion is true, That if both the Parties were 
now actually trec from the Marriage bond, 
they not only lawfully might, but were tn 
Conſcience bound (unleſs ome other law- 
ful impediment ſhould hinder) to joyn 
themſelves tov ther in Matrimery, becaule 
none of the fore-mentioned Obliguitees , 
which made the former a& of promiting 
unlawful, w.vld fall upon the after-a# of 
Marriage ro make it unlawful, But that 4ule- 
gation is not direc to the Point in hand, nor 
to the Caſe as it is proponnded; tor it may 
be obſerved from the very torm of the pro- 
poſal, 
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poſal,that the matter of the promiſe, where- 
in the Partles interchangeably bound them= 
ſelves, was not to M-rry together, when 
they ſhould be both free 5 upon which falſe 
ground the Obje&ion runneth ; that ws in- 


L deed the thing they aimed at thercin ; but 


the end is one thing,and the matter another : 
but the very matter of the promiſe was, the 


| continuance of their murual affeion either 


to other, with a reſolution to ſtay the one 


for the other, when cither Party ſhould hap- 


pen to be free from the bond of the pre- 


ſent Matrimony, till the other ſhould be al- 
f fo free, The continuance of which affe#:07 
! and reſolution , will upon examination be 
I found ſubje to all, or ſome of the three Ot- 


lquittes aforeſaid s and therefore as ſuch an 
iffeRion and reſolution, could not be enter- 
tined at the firſt without fin; ſo neither 
can they be now continued in without fin ; 
for ſo long as they continue, the firſt of the 
ſaid OS1:quitres remaineth ſtill, both on his 
part and hers; the ſecond indeed by the death 
ol the Husband is ceaſed on her part, but re- 
maineth ftill on his, and the third contrarily 
being on his part ceaſed, remaineth {till on 
hers, as will evidently appear to the under- 
ſanding of any man that ſhall take the pains 
b examine it, - See, 
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Sea, 11, Yea, and it is further to be 
conſidered, that the continuance of fuch an 
affection and reſolution may be likely to cx- 
pole as well the one as the other to the af. | 
ſaulr of more ſtrong and dangerous temp. | 
cations, now ſince the Husbands death, than * 
before, The danger on the Gentlemans | 
part, this, leſt by how nuuch he is now by the | 
Husbands death, put into a nearer poſſibilay 
of cnjoving his unlawtul hopes, he ſhould 
grow into ſo much the deeper loathing of 
his own bed,and ſo much the earnelter long. | 
ing thar, that which is now the only obſtacle lc 
to the fruition of his deſires were removed ; 
of which choughts, who can tell how fear- 
ful the i{[ues might be > the ſly Enemy being 
moſt ready at all times ro praiſe upon the 
corruptioa that iS in the nauzhty heart of Man; 
but eſpecially having a mu2hty adrrantage 
againſt hum, when he hath gut his co,ſrreace 
as it were 1n a ſave, by the envanrmen: of 
ſome vor, promaſe, or ſ*iiled reſulution. And 
then on the Gentle womans part, the danger 
this,lc{t having by licr own voluntary a&t dee 
barr'd her {c]t of that which 1s the only al- | V 


lowed remedy, namely Marrrave ; ſhe MP 
ſhould by the juſt judgment ot God, be let E 


to the rage of the Diſeaſe of burnin? oy: 
M 
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{ for upon what ſound warrant can ſhe be con- 
W fdent, or with what reaſon expe, that God 


ſhould either preſerve her from, or aſſiſt her 
wainſt remprations in that kind, though ſhe 


J ſhould ſeck it of him with Faſting, and 


ts) 


J Prayers, and Tears, {o long as ſhe tempteth 
q Him by perſiſting in a wiltul obſtinacy a- 
J cainſt that means of Remedy which He 
4 hath appointed > Indeed, where the Hand 
| of God Himlſelt hath prevented the uſe of 
the Remedy, (as if the Husband ſhould be 
{log deratned in a forein Land, or held in 
cole Priſon, or taken with a dead Palſze, or 


| ome other bodily impotence, or the like) 
Ithere the Wife might comfortably _—_ 


God's aiiſtance to preſerve her from being 
overcome by carnal temptations, and afſu- 
redly reſt upon it by Faith, it ſhe be not 
wanting to her ſelf, in putting to her own ut- 
moſt endeavors, becauſe ſhe hath a Promiſe 


toreſt upon for that purpoſe; and God who 


s faithful in all his Promiles, ts alſo faithful 
In this, of zot ſuffering his Servants to be 
empted beyond their ſtrength; but for the 


W Vie, by ſome inconſiderate a& of her 


own, wherein ſhe wilfully and obſtinately 
perfiſteth to refuſe the appointed means, and 
jt to expe God's aſſiſtance ms 

or 


em 
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for which ſhe hath no Promiſe, is a fearſy] E 
rempting of God ; and it is bur a juſt thing 
with God, and ſhe ſuffereth it worthil, for 
her preſump:ion, it ſhe be left to her (el, 
and ſo wreitle with the temptation by her 
own ſtrength, and ſo be overcome thereby: | 
For God, who hath atrer a ſort tied 'Him- | 
ſelf by His free and gracious Promife, to 
protect us in Via Regra, fo long as we walk 
in the ordinary known way thathe hath ap- | 

ointed for us, hath no where bound Him- 
{elf rovoucklafe us the like powertul pro» 
rection Extra wiam Regiam, it we refuſe Þ 
that 4125-Taz, to-walk in 41-paths of our own Fi 
choofing ; 'which preſent dangers on both 
ſides, and the former reaſons laid together, 
do ſuſhcicntly prove, that che Gentlewoman 
is not at all bound to perform her: ſaid un- 
law:ul Promile. 


Point V, 

S-7, 12. Hithcrto we have proceeded 
in genere judicial, by conſidering of the na 
ture 'and walidity, lawfulneſs and oblrgation 
of the Promiſe for'the'time paſt : Now we 
are-to deal in gexere deliberative, and to con 
fider-what in Chriſtian Wiſdom is mectelt s 

Cc 
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J be farther done, for the better both quieting 
nd regulating of the Conſcience for the time 
tÞ come'; wherein , ſubmitting to Men of 
tetter judgments , and experience, I give 
ny advice as followeth, wz. 

S Firſt, That the Gentlewoman out of the 
n- © {crious confiderarion of the Promiſes, be 
brought ro a through feeling of the grie« 


to 
tk wuſnels of thoſe fins which (he hath com- 
p- F] nitted again} God, and wherein ſhe hath 


JÞlong continued, that ſo ſhe may not only 
o- bc humbled in his fight with true contrition 
ſe Mat heart, and remorſe for the ſame, propor- 
vn fionably ro the greatneſs thereof ; bur alſa 
th Ei« provoked co a proportionable meaſnre 
bf thankfulneſs unto him, for his gracious 
wodneſs in reſtraining her unlawful affeRi- 
ms from breaking out tnto actual unclean- 
ies, and preſerving her when ſhe had run 
wo far in an evil way, from ruſhing into 
Wore deſperate Extremities 3 for Hrs 
lus termznus 3 as a None that tumbleth 
own a ſteep hill, ſo mans corruption, when 
Isonce fer On going, hath no ſtay of it 
lf till it come to the buttom of Hell, un- 
the Lord lay a ſtop in the way: and it 
be acknowledged a bleſſed a& of God's 
derciful Providence, when we have let loole 

| E 2 the 
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EE 


the reins to our own luſts in any kind, if they þ 
be bridled from running headlong into all K 


_ excels of wickedneſs ; great fins require | 
more than ordinarv Repentance, and great | 


mercies more than ordinary Thankfulneſs. 


Seft, 13. Secondly, That having thus hum- 
bled her {elf before God by inward Contri- | 


tion, ſhe allo make an outward free Confel. 


= 
$ 


fion of her ſaid fins,to him whom God hath Þ 
delegated a Miniſterial Power to remit fins, Þ 
that ſhe may receive Comfort and Abſolu- F 
tion from his Mouth ; I mean the Prieſt: Þ 


and this I think mecteſt to be done to the F 


Biſlop of the Dioceſs, with one or more of ; 


his Presbytery, ſuch as he ſhall think good to 


rake to him to affiſt him; or elſe to ſome Þ 


other by his appointment z becauſe the 
Biſhop is the chicf Paſtor, to whom the 
care of ſouls moſt immediarely belongeth, 
within his own Dioceſs : beſides that, both 
the quality of the perſon, (if ſhe be of emi- 
nent Place, and Rank) and the weightinels 


of the caſe, make it ſo much the more pro- 
per for his cozxiſauce : But howlocver tÞ 
would be done to a Man of approved Wiſ-Þ 


dom, and \uch an one as will be both com- 
paſhonate , and ſecret, wherein the more 


treely ſhe ſhall make confeſſion of her _ 
; ins, 


mM- 
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"ll and the more chearfu!ly the ſhall ſub- 


PE A a EE en ON: 


[4 ject her ſelf to perform ſ\uch further Ads, 


whether of Huziiliation or Charity, as the 
Biſhop or Prieſt ſha!l adviſc to be done, in 
teſtimony of her #; fergned Repentance, the 


q nore ſound comfort undoubredly will the 
I ſentence of Abſolution bring unto the ſoul. 


$eF. 14, This done, then thirdly, that 


ſhe endeavor by all far means that the Gen- 


| eman alſo her friend and partner, in the 


ea 
a ar 
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| zforclaid Promiſe , may be brought to the 
{| like fight and acknowledgment of the great 


ins that were enwrappcd in that a, and to 
1true perſwaſion withal, that ſo long as he 


f continueth in the former unlawtul affeRion © 
[ind reſolution, he is not only ſtill under the 


vile of thoſe ſins, but allo in zear dazger 


; ug = - - » 
(without God's great mercy preventing It) _ 


of falling into other and greater fins, for 
which pry it will be expedient, that he 
be truly and effecually dealt withal, (yer 


{ with as much epty as the ſtate of his Soul 


[ vill ſuffer, and withal poſſible ſecrefie) and 
I that by ſome ſuch perſon eſpecially as he 
{ foldeth a reverend Opinion of both for 


Learning and Piety; and to procure that 
this be done, the Gentlewoman ought to 
kke it into her own eſpecial care z which tr 

E 3 will 
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will concern her to do, not only in Chriſtian | 
Charity for the good of his Soul, but in 
Chriſtian Wiſdom alſo for her own future be. | 
nefit and ſecurity. 1 
Sef. 15. For waen he ſhall be once 

* throughly convinced in his judgment and ! 
conſcience, of the unlawfulneſs of the Pro- 
miſe made between them, and of the fin- Þ 
ful inconventences that attcnd the continued Þ 
purpoſe of fulfilling it, there is a fair way open | 
for that which is ext & fourthly to be done, | 
12, That he be then earneſtly moved for | 
his Relaxation of the ſaid Promiſe to the Þ 
Gentlewoman, which (being it was bur a F 
meer Promiſe,and no You, as in the firſt Point Þ 
hath already been ſhewed) he hath in him-$ 
ſelf a full power to make, and this alſo to be 
done 1n the preſexce of ſuch Perſons, as they 
ſhall make choice of bctwixt themlclves to 
be witnefies of the [aid Keleaſ” ; for although 
the Promiſe being utterly unlawful , hath vo 
power to bind, and lo there needeth no Re- 
leaſe, as of abloſute neceſſity, in regard 0 
the thing it (elf, yet ſuch Releaſe may be 
very behoveful in regard of the Gentlewo- 
mans perſon, and tor the quieting of her 
conſcience, in cale there ſhould remain anyf 
fcars or ſcruples behind , leſt perhaps het 
prom1ſe 
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| promiſe Chould ll b5zd hery for as Satan la- 
| boureth to be2um the Conſcience with ſecurity, 
;._ & to make men, bold ro commir fins without 
J (cruple, till he has drawn them into the 
J ſrre; fo when he (eeth them offer to get 
nd {| outof the ſare again by Repentance, he is 
yery cunning to inje& xeedleſs ſcruples and 
fears, if pothibly he can, to ho'd them in by 
} means thereof; wherefore I hold ir very 
#| cxpedient, that fuch a Releaſe, it ir may be 
{| 5vrained, be not negleed ; for thcreby the 
£| binding power of the Promiſe, though we 
{| ſhould ſuppoſe it lawtul, (ſhould be quite 
| taken away, ſo as there need no ({cruple to 
.; £1 remain « Abundans Cautela non nocet, is a (ate 
| 4phoriſmz as wary men when they pay mo- 
nc ys, beſides ſeeing the Boek croſt, will crave 
hey fo have an Acquittance; So it may be ſome 
- to [arifa8ron to the Gentlewoamans mind, to 
101M have. a ſolemn Releaſe before witneſs, which 


no fay it ſhould be more than needeth, yer can 
R..M do no harm howſocver. 


$e8, 16. 1'ifthly, that the Gentlewoman 
all the while before, and ſo ever after (that 
time only excepted, when the Relaxation 
ſhould be made, for then ur is requiſite ſhe 
K ſtould be perſonally preſent) caretully avoid 
W tie company of that Gentleman, and he 
E 4 likes 


—— 
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likewiſe hers, ſo far as conveniently may be. 


but at leaſtwiſc, by no means converſe toge. 
ther with any familiarity, eſpecially in pri. 


vate ; leſt the former uxlarful affe#:on ſhould | 
rekindle in either Party, and fo the diſeſe ? 
after ſome meaſure of Cure grow to a re- 
laps, which many timcs proves more dan- | 
gerous than the firſt zalady; for commonly | 
when the unclean ſpirit is ejected by Repen. Þ 
race, if once he make himſelf maſter of 
the heart azain (as he will attempt it, and F 
without a good watch happily effe& it) he | 
will be ſure at the re-extry, to come with a © 
new ſlrexeth, and that ſevenefold to what he 
had before , and weeds muſt the end of that Þ 
man be morſe than the beginaing : (he muſt | 
therefore reſolve to ſhun all Ithely occaſions 
of talling again into the ſame frare, fo far 


as the quality of her perſon and condition, 


and the commoy affairs of Iife will permit : 
And ſhe had nced allo to uſe her beſt care 
and diligence (praying to God daily tor 
Grace to {trengthen her thereunto) to »ith- 
ſtand all wicked temptations of the fleſp, that 
(he be no more fo:led thereby, ncither en- | 

tangled again in ſuch ſinful inconventences, as 


by God's Mercy ſhe (hall be now freed 
from, 
SA 
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| See. 17. If in theſe Dne4ons, I be 


| thought to deal with roo much 7igour and 


{r:3zeſs, it would be cenfidered : 
Firſt, that it's much better to put the 


Patient to a little more pain at the firſt, than 


by s:1nzing the wound over, to heal .it de- . 
ceitiully 5 and to ſuffer it to rarkle inward, 
which will breed a great deal more grief at 
laſt, | 
Secondly, That ſince all men (through cor- 
rupt Self-love, and privy Hypocrifie, cleaving 
to our depraved nature) are partial towards 


themſelves, and apt to deal more favourably 


with their own fins than they ought; it is 


þ| therefore ſafeſt for them (in their own Caſes 
© cſpecially) to encline to ſeverity rather than 


indulgence. 
Thirdly , That there may be a mztigation 


| uſed of the preſent Drrefions, according as 


the ſtate of the Patient ( in the ſeveral va- 
rations thereof) ſhall require but that 


| (for the avoiding of partzal:ty) not to be per= 
| mitted to the ſole Liberty of the party himſelf, 


but rather to be done by the advice of a 


| Ghoſtly Phyſitian , who it he be a man of 


ſuch wiſdom and moderation as is meet, wil II 
doubt not allow a greater i2dulgence in cale 
ſhe ſee it expedient, than it could be ſafe 
for 


EE 
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= ho Party her felf to take of ker own 
cad. 
Fourthly,, That in all this Diſcourſe, I 
take not upan me to write Eds, but to 
ive my advice, that is to ſay, not to pre- 
Cribe to the judgment of athers, if any (hall 
ſee cauſe to drſſezt, bur to deliver my onz 
op1140n (being requeſted thereunto by a Re- 
verend Friend) with ſuch a faithſulieſs and 
freedom as becomerth me to do; and truly 
thoſe Parties whom it moſt corcerncth, 
ought not to blame me for it howloever ; it- 
almuch as there can be no cauſe to ſuſye? 
char I ſhould be carried with any perſoaal re- 
ſpeAsto be partial cither for or againlt cither 
of themzſo God is my witneſs,whom I dc fire 
to ſerve, I had not ary intimarion at al! giver 
me, neither yet have ſo mpch as the leal: 
' conjecture in the World, who either of them 
both might be. 
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The CASE of a 
MILIT ART LEEM 
SIR, 
I* referring over your friend to me, you 
have pitched upon one of the unfirteſt 
perſons in the World, to be conſulted in ca- 
ſes of that nature, who am alrogether a 
ſtranger to the Publick Affairs of Chriſten- 
dom, and underſtand: nothing ar all of the 
mutual [ztereſis, Relationr, or Tranſaftons 
of Forein Princes or States; yea, ſo little 
curious have I been to inform my ſelt, fo 
much as where the Sages lay of the chiefeſt 
AFions of theſe latter times abroad, or what 
perſons were engaged therein; that I have 
lomething pleaſed my ſelf ( perhaps too 
much) with my own 72z0rance in our home Af- 
fairs, accounting it among the happinefſes of 
my privacy and retiredneſs, in theſe unhappy 
times; that amid(t ſo much fury and blood- 
ſhed on every {ide, it was never my hap to 
be within the view of any Battle or Skirmiſh 
nor did I ever {ce ſo much as a P:ſtol diſ- 


charged, or a Sword drawn againſt any _— 
perſon, 


D— 
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perſon, fince the beginning of the War, 1 
could have wiſhed therefore, ſince my opi. 
nion herein is deſired, that I had had the op. 
portunity-to have adviſed with ſomte more 
knowing Men, and of greater experience and 
judgment than my ſelf in theſe matters; or 
at leſt, that you had ſent me, together with 
the two encloſed Letters,a tranſcript of your 
Anſwer (whoſe judgment I do with great 
reaſon very, much walne) unto the former of 
them; - for there I affure wy ſelf, I ſhould 
have met with ſuch Materials as would have 
ſerved me for a good foundation to work up- 
oÞ ; yetto ſatisfie your defire, fo far as in 
me lieth, and the rathcr for the Gentlemans 
ſake your friend, (who though «aknown to me 
by face, or till thegrcceipt of your Letter, ſo 
much as by Name, yet by his Letters ap- 
peareth to be a perſon of Picty and Inge- 
nuity, and a great Maſter both of Reaſon and 
L anguaze) I have endeavourcd (with reſer- 
vation of Place for ſecond thoughts, and 
ſubmiſſion to other Judgments) to declare 
what my preſent apprehenſzons are concerning 
the whole buſineſs ; wherein the reſolution of 
ſuch doubts, as in point of Conſcience may 
atiſc, or of the oſt and chiefeſt of them, 
will (as I conceive) very much depend _ 
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te conſideration and right application of 


thele Four things, viz. 


I, The afferent ſorts of Mens imployments 


in general, 


IL. The nature of the Souldiers tmployients 


in particular, 


IH. The end that Men may propeſe to them- 
ſelves 1a following the War ,, or what it is that 


chiefly induceth them thereunto. 
IV. The condition of the Perſon ſo imployed, 


orlo be tmployed. 


—— 


LE ——— 


I, Confuderations of Mens Imployments 


im General. 


'F IV Ens 1mployments arc of two forts. 

| The oe of ſuch as any man may 
(without blame from others,or ſcruple with- 
in hi-nſelt) follow, meerly upon his own 
ſcore, if he find himſclt in ſome meaſure 
able for it, and have a mind thereunto, he 
hath a power in himſelf (and that jure pro- 
prio, by a primitive and original right, with- 
out any neceſſary derivation from others) to 
diſpoſe of himſelf, his time and induſtry in 


that way ; for the exerciſe of which power, 
there 
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there needeth no ſpecial or poſitive warraxt 
from any other perſon, but it is preſumed 
he ts, (as in relation to others) feffciently 
warranted thereunto in this, in that he is not 
by any Superior Authority, Divine or Hyu- 
mane, forbidden ſo to do; and upen this ac- 
count it is, that men betake themſc]ves, up. 
on their own chorce and likeng, to Hutbandry, 
Merchandize, Manual Occupations, the ftud) 
of the Lan, &c. 

2. Bur anoth:r fort of Imployments there 
are, whercunto a man hath not a juſt right 
primitivcly, and of himſclf, neither may he 
lanfelly exerciſe the lame meerly upon his 
own choice, bur it is neceflary, that that 
power ſhould be derived upon him from 
ſome ſuch pcrſon or perſons, as have ſuſci- 
ent Authority to warrant him for ſo doing : 
Such is the 7 Amthane of a Judge, a Conſta- 
ble, an A-bitrator, & c, which ate therefore 
faid ro be juris deleati, becauſe the right 
thar ary man hath to ſuch Jmployments, ac- 
cructh vito him by virtuc of that Authority 
which he receiveth by Delegation or Deps- 
tation from ſom other thar hath a right by 
Command, Elein, Nomination,or otherwile 
- to Imporer him chercunto, whence are thoſe 


uſual forms, Quo jure, Que narranto > Who 
made 


mm Wn 
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made thee a Judge * By what Authority doft 
thou thoſe things > Or, Who gawe thee this Au» 
thority > 'A man may berake himſelf ro the 
J $:-d;, and fo tothe Praftice of the Lans, of 
his own accord, but he may not take upon 
2 him-ro'be a Fudge, without Commiſion from 
J his Soverergs ; fo he may follow Husbandry, 
4 and Merchandry, upon his own choice, bur 
{| he may not do the Office of a Conftable, un- 
21 leſs 'he be choſen by the Ner2htours; or of 
an Arbitrstor, unleſs choſen by the Parties 
| thereunto. 
| 3. Now, although as well the one fort 
©! as the other, after a. man hath addiQed 
> himſelf to the one, or is deputed to the 
| other, may not unfitly be termed his Par- 
$ ticular Calling, and the latrer perhaps with 
| better propriety than the former, (tor the 
| word Calling properly importeth the ARron 
of ſome other perſon) yet according to the 
common Notion, which by cuſtom of ſpeech 
among us, we have of theſe terms [ The Gee 
neral and the Particular Calling] the Imploy- 
nents of the former ſort, are uſually taken to 
| bethe Particular Callizy of Men, and thoſe 
\ © ofthe /atter fort, will be found (it well con- 
| ſidered) to fall rather under the General 
Calling, as branches or parts thercot, ina(- 
| much 


| ——_—_—__ 


64 The Caſe of a Military Life, = 


—— 


much as the exerciſe of ſuch Imployments, 
is a part of that oral duty, which all men 
(according to their ſeveral reſpeRive Rela- 
tions) ought to perform to others, being by 


them 7powred thereunto, upon the tic of | 


Obedience, Contraf , Friendſhip, 8c. but for 
diſtinflion ſake , as the Latins make a differ. 
ence between vite inſiitutum and munus, we 
may call thoſe of the former ſort, Mans Pro. 
feſj;07, and thole of the latter fort his Office, 


fo a Man is by Profeſſion a Lawyer, by Office | 


a Judge , by Profeſſion an Flusbandman , by 
Office a Conſtable, 


4. To bring this Diſcourſe home to'the 


| 
7 


preſent buſineſs, we are next to enquire, to 


whether ſort of the two, the Imployment of 
a Souldier doth more properly appertain ; 
that is, whether we arc to conceive of it 2s 
a Profeſſion which a man may at his oa 
choice fax upon, as his particular vocation z or 
rather as an Office of duty and ſervice, which 
he is to undergo, when by the command of his 
Prince, he ſhall be thereto appornted, and fo 
to come rather under the notion of a Ueze- 
ral Calling > To me it ſeemeth clearly to be 
of the latter ſort. For, (1.) in the paſlage of 
St. Paul, 2 1m. 2, 4. No man that warreth, 
entangleth himſelf in the affairs of this Ws 

| that 


> | 
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| that he may pleaſe him that hath choſen him 10 
| ts a Souldter 5 the word is rerroncyionrly ap» 


plied to him that rwarreth with the zote of 
Univerſality (8dr cgnrwitd) annexed leem- 
th to imply, as if he ſuppoſed that no man 
might go to war, unlcls he were choſen tor 
that ſervice by ſome other perſon that might 
command it, Nor do I ſce (2.) what good 
conſtruRton can be otherwiſe made of that 


ſpeech of our Saviour, Matt, 29, 57. 4t 


the) that take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the 
Szord s or what ſhould be the crime there 


intended to be ſignified, by this Phraſe of 
8 tling the Sword, 1f it be not this, for a man 
© to take the Sword into his hand by his own 
| Authority, before it be put into his hand by 


that Supreamy Power, whom God hath im- 


mediately truſ{ed with the bearing and m21de 


ngtn2 of it, Now, (3.) can that be (aid 
tbe a M ans Profeſſion, or particular Calling, 
which men of all Profeſſions are (in obeat- 
me to their Goverxors, and for the ſerwice 
of thetr (-9untre)) bound tO perform whenſo- 
wer they ſhall be by Lanful Authority, called 
nd appornted thoercunts, 

5. It theſe premiſes will be grazted , it 


wil foon appear, that the 4,ſwer to the Quee 
Wr propojed, 12 the begining Of] the tor- 


'K INC! 
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mer Letter (as it ſtandeth there in Terminic, þ 
and in Theſi, abſtraQly from the conſideration 
- of the perſor in the ſaid Letter charafiered, Þ 
and thoſe other circumſtonces which may 7:41) Þ 
the Caſe) muſt be in the Negative , viz, 
That it is not lawful to be a Soulder, upon the * 
ſame account that men apply themſelves to |) 
Trades, to the praftice of the Laws, and t | 
other (like) crvil Imployments, + 


II, Confideration of the Souldiers In- | 
ployment in particular, 3 

© 

I. "He care that ovght to be in every ©, 

Man that taketh upon him the exer- 

ciſe of any Office, to be well aſſured that he , 
hath a ſufficient right and warrant for ſo do-M; 
ing, is no leſs requiſite in a Souldrer, than inf 
any other Officer; yea rather by ſo muchMj 
more requiſite in him, than in moſt of them, W 
by how much the matter he is converſant, 
about, (v1z. the Life of man) is of greater 5, 
conſequence, than are the matters in which i 
moſt of them are imployed ; for the Soul, 
dicr every time he draweth his Sword 1, 
the Field, is by the very nature of his Ima, 


ployÞ 


an m_rrncs ons 
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, & ployment ſuppoſed to do it either with a re- 
: © ſolution to Joſe his own, or to take away his 
', Rt Enemies life , elſe he doth it but prevaricate, 
y 2nd is aafaithful in the Service he has under- 
z | taken 2 In which ſervice, if it be his fortune 
he | either to kill, or to be killed, he is aQually 
to I} nd deeply guilty ; bur if neither, yet that 
to *Þ very reſolutzon maketh him intentionally 
Jovilty of the Tranſgreffion of the fixth 
” Commandment, Thou ſhalt not kill; in caſe 
he have no good r:ght, fo far to diſpoſe either 
 of*hts own, or the others life. It concern- 
«h him therefore to look well to that ; both 
- what Power belongeth to him, as a Soul- 
> der, and by what Authority he claimeth 
ſy ® the exerciſe of ſuch a Power, 
"-* 2.Moſt certain it is,that properly and ori- 
hc W vinally the power to deſpoſe of Mans Life (Jus 
one & necs) belongeth to God alone,who is, 
W Doninus wite & recs, as the ſole Author of 
| Life, ſo the fole Lord and Maſter of Life and 
= D:ah:; ſome part of which power, ſince it 
I'ath pleaſed him. for the g00d of humane 
| dociety, (in rhe preſervation of Peace and 


Aero 7 


= fefice, and the puniſhmenc of ſuch as are 
WV Winemies to either) to communicate unto 
I ym, (which power fo communicated, ts 
- tat which we uſe to call Jus Glagjiz, or the 


F 3 pomer 
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power of the $mord) it may thcrefore be lay. 
fully exerciſed by men ; but within that lat. | 
tude,and in order,2s God hath communicated 
it to them, but not farther nor otherwiſe, | 
3. Now God hath nor given to any man, 
either Sovereign or Subject, power over his ( 
own life, ro deſtroy it by his own Toluntary 9 
af inany Caſe ; no, nor yet power to ex. | 
pole it to the certain hazzard of being de. |: 
ſtroyed by another in fight, ſaving in the one 
only Caſe of juft and neceſſary defence : un. Þ 
der which otros is to be comprehendcd allo Z 
the hazzarding of the Princes Life, ina juf 
and neceſſary War ; out of which Caſe, who 3 
ſocver ſhall expoſe his Iife to hazzard,by fight, | 
of his own accord, if he periſh in it, cannot 
be excuſed from being guilty of his ora death, F 
nor from uſurping a power over his own} þ 
life, which God hath not allowed. } 
4. Add hereunto the 2»juſtice , that he 
thereby doth to his Sorerergn and Conntre),. 
God hath given to his Yicegerents here on 
Earth, a right in, and a power over the wt A 
ſons of all their Subjects, within their leve-F} 
ral reſpeive Nomintons, even to the [peu 


— 


ing of their lives in their Countreys ſervice j; 
whenſoever they ſhall be by their Authority , 
1cquired thereunto,which they cannot there ,, 


fore 
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”- & fore prodegally ſpend at their own pleaſure,with- 
!- F out apparent wrong done to their Governors 
d WF intereſt; for as he that ſhall kill a private per- 
\ |} {is not only an offender againſt God, and 
"> 4] zgainlt that perſon, in depriving him of life ; 
15 '} bur is alſo by the Interpretation of the Laws, 
7) I (according to the importance of the ancient 
X- | form of Enditing) an offender againſt the 


Cf Crown and Dignity of his Sovereign, in de- 


= 


* 
- 
#5 

Y 
©N- 
hs 
No 
+ 


I priving him of a Su4j-#, and conſequently 
n- of the intereſt he had in his perſon, and of 
lo = the uſe he might have had of 
uſt = ſohe thatis ſo prodzgal of his own Life, as to 
9% hazzard it upon the Sword in fight, withour 

">& his Soverergns Authority, if he periſh, is not 
ow only guilty of his being acceſſary to his own de- 
"'E prejudicial to his Sovereign, at whoſe ſer- 


ne | 
his ſervice x 
| 
th, : ſru#:0n ; but doth alſo an ad injurious and 
Z wie and diſpoſal (under God) his life and 


ne © j!rſon ought to be. 

't), "4 4 l 

'B 5- And as his preſumptioz cannot be ex- 
( . . 

y uſed, if he be {ain upon that account, ſo 


& neither can he juſtzfie the k:ll;7g of another 


,, ; (though an enemy) in Battle, if he have no 
- { ther warrant for taking Of Arms, than from. . 
nw limſelf; for War is a kind of Judicature, 


| Wherein the Prince that wageth the War, is 
3 © the Judge thar giveth ſentence of death: 
F 2 aoain(t 
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againſt the Enemy , as a dilſturber of the 
Peace of his Countrey, and all that engage 
in the War under him, are bur as {9 many 
executioners of the ſentence pronounced by. 
him ; and he that executcth the ſentence of * 
death upon another, muſt do it by ſome 
lawful Authority, as well as he that pronoun- 
c<th the ſentence ; or elfc he is a Murtherer 
as well as This, Now the Souldier that by 
fighting on the one ſide,doth ipſo faFodeclare 
aJainſt thoſe of the other ſtde, as Encmies; 
it he ſo engage of his own,mind only, he 
doth indeed, upon the point, take upon him 
the Office of a Judge, being none, and ſo 
runaeth before he be ſent ; or it it ſhall be Þ 
ſaid in his bchalf, That he doth it not as a ® 
| Judge, bur as the Exccutioner of the ſen. 
cence pronounced by that Prince, into whoſe | 
ſervice ke hath pur himſelt, and who by thc 
accepting of his ſervice hath ſufficiently au- X 
thorized him to do ſuch Execution : Your | 
Letter hath ſuggeſted ro me this ready An- i 
{wer, 1hat the ſentence pronounced by one that i 
z5 not by Lawful Sovereign,and by conſequence, Þ 
whoſe judoment he 1s 5.0: warranted to follow, is 
of 110 more validity (as in relation to him) tha» 
Sententia lara a nun judice, and therefore can 


be no warrant to him to execute it, True it -: 
| that 


he 


I purpoſe, becauſe ir doth deſtruere ſup 


F —__ 
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that with I:cence from his Soweregn, he may 
ſerve under another Prince, and conſequent- 
ly do ſuch execution as we row ſpeak of; 
becauſe the Sovereign by ſo licenſing him, 
doth really refer him over from himſelt to 
anothers judgment, and conſequently warrant 


| | him to follow the ſame, and fo render him 


capable (upon the others acceptance) to exe 
ecute it, All this is true, but nothing to our 
porn 


for we now ſuppole the Caſe of a Souldter 


= putting himſelf into ſervice, under a Forerner 
of his own mind, and where himſelf thinketh 


20d, without the kzowled? or licence of his 
own lawful Soverernn. 


——_— — — 


————— 


© II, Confideration of the end to be pro- 


poſed by the Souldter. 


| 0, Q\Ith the goodneſs or badneſs of Mens 


ations and undertakings dependeth ve- 


Z ry much uponthe end whichthey propoſe to 
& themſelves therein; hethat would defire to 
© leada Soldiers bfe, muſt narrowly examine 
| hisown heart, what it is, {07a fide, andin very 


deed, that firſt and chiefly induged him to 
| F 4 chat 
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that deſire,and what affiity there is between 
that end, which he propoleth to himſelf, as 
the main ſcope of his Intentions, and that 
which is or ought to be the re -11 of the 
thing it ſelf; the truc end of the War,which 
only can warrant it lawful, we all know is the 
neceflary preſervation of a Common=wealth in 
Peace, by reprefling (or preventing) all Se- 
ditions, or Hoſtile attemp:s to the contrary; 
bur as in other things it often happeneth, ace 
cording to thar ſaying, [ Finis non idem eff 
antis & artificis] fo here many times the 
Warrior hath another ead to himſelf far 
diſtant from that of Var, and the more g:- 
fant ever the worle ; as on the contrary, th: 
ation is ever by ſo much the hetter, by how 
much the 2nteniion of the perſon hath a near 
ajftnity with, or a _dir-Fer tendency unto, that 
tor which the thing it (ct was ordained, 

2. Now, the e-4s wiich mcn, deſirous to 
follow the VWars, do uſually propoſe to 
themſelves in ſo doing, are eſpecially onc 
of theſe Three, Lucre, Honour, or to do their 
Conntrey ſervice ; concerning which, we arc 
to enquire leverally, whether or no,and how 
far forth any of thele may be a ſufficient in- 
aucement to a Chriſtian, or but moral man, 
to follow the VVars, as his partzcular Calling 
or Profeſ on. 3, For 


T — Cw . > 2. nk. 
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|, 23. For Lucre firſt : He thar hath a war- 
113t otherwiſe to imploy himſelf as a Sou!- 
dier, may doubtleſs lawfully both receive 
pay, and require its John the Baptiſt allowed 
the Seuldzers n< ihe, Luke 2, 14. And St. 
Pas! thought it not reaſonable, that any man 
ſhould go to warfare at his orn Charges, 1 Cor. 
9.7. Not ſo only, but he may allo, in put- 
q ting himſelf upon that 72ployment, (being 
7 called thereunto) have an ee to his profit,and 
{ an awual intention (it modcratc, and other- 
- wiſe rightly qualified) of getting himſelt a 
livel;hood, yea, and ot raifu2 himſelf a for- 
- tune (as we call it ) by his ſervice therein ; 
©. evenas men in the choice of other Profeſ- 
© ſons, or undertaking Offices uſually do, and 
may do without fin > but to propoſe to him= 
& ſelf Lucre, as the main end and ſcope of fol- 
® lowing the Vars (as it is cvident by their 
2 1Qions, that very many of our Common 

2 Souldiers do) is one of the moſt hateful and 

= unrghteous things in the World : lo far is ir 

2 trom being a ſufficient inducement to any man 

tomake that his Profeſſion. How can it be 

© imagined to be conſiſtent with that Charity, 

= 7:lice, and Moderation, that (hould be in 

= every Chriſtiaz to let up a Trade of killing of 

i Mey for Money > The meer Mercenary 
| Souldrer 


an (> 
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look at the Caule they engage for, whether 


ſequuntur. 
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Souldrer therefore, or a Souldier of Fortune 
(as wecall him) I find every where inveigh'd 
againſt as one of the greateſt Sconrges or 
Plagues of Mankind ; for fuch Men never 


it be right or wrong ; but at the payand prey, 
and therefore they take their beſt Markets, 
and care not whom they azdo, {i1l, and op- 
preſs, by Violence, Rapine, Mur:her, and Plun- 
der, {o that they may but enrich themſelves 
thereby, and can do it with ſafety: Nor 
will they ſtick, if there be an advantage to be 
made of it; and that they can ſpy a fit op- 
portunity for it, cither to betray ther owr: 
party, or to revolt to the other ſide, or to dv 
any other a&, though never ſo baſe and dif. 
honeſt, Nulla fides pietaſque wirs qui caſtr.: 


4. Next the intuition of Honour and Glo- 
ry to be acquired by worthy Attons in the 
Wars, may be not only lawful, but com- 
mendable alſo and uſeful in a Souldzer ; and 
truly this of _ is a more zoble end, ofa | 
higher pitch, and more befitting a generous # 
ſpirit by much than that of Lucre ts, both F 
becauſe Men of <minent Birth, and Place, 
and Parts, are apteſt to be affected with it ; 


whereas Gain worketh moſt upon the _ 
ſojt 
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& fort of Men, and alſo becauſe ir purrerh 


Men upon more worthy Enterprizes, and 
ſuch as may win Hoxor and' Reputation, and 
reſtraineth them from thoſe baſer a&s of 
Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Raptine, to which the 
delire of Gaz uſually prompteth the Me. - 
cenary Man ; bur yer as to the warranting of 
the Souldter for making that his Profeſston, 
(which is the Point now in hand) this of 
Glory is of no more importance than was 
that of Gain ; for the right end of War, be- 
ing a ſafe and hoxourable Pracegthere is ſome- 
thing common to both (conſequential to the 
defire of Glory as well as of Gaz) fo incon- 
ſiſtent with that end, that it ferteth them ar 


” anequal,or ror much unequal diſtance there= 


trom : For as he that aimcrh to gain by the 
Wars, cannot but deſire the continuance of 
War,that ſo his hopes of gain may continue; 
ſo he that aiincth to get himſelf Glory by 
the Wars, cannot bur dcfire rhe continuance 
of War, that ſo the opportunities of en- 


= creafing his Glory may continue z for there 
EZ is a Dropſie of vain-glory in the Ambitions, 
* aswell as of Avarice in the Covetous,as thirſty 
= and wxſatzable in the oze, as in the others 
& whence it cometh to paſs, rhar both the oze 


and the other uſe their uemoſt wits and endea- 
ours 


L — 
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vours to find occaſions to lengthen theWars, 
and to obſtru# and retard (lo much as licth 


in them) the advices of Peace : Nay, let me | 
add moreover, that in this reſpe& at leaſt | 


(v1z, as to the effeQual hindring of Peace) 


that of Honour and Glory, is much the more | 
dangerous end of the two ; becauſe this hu. | 


mour is __ to ſeize upon the greateſt Per. 
ſors, and {1 

eminency of their places, activenels of their 
ſpirits, glory of their former afons, or other 
like advantages bear a great ſway in Councils, 
and are of ſome authority in the Armues : 
whereas the Peaſantry, in whom moſt of the 
other humour (that of baſe Luce) abounderh, 
have neither the wit nor the power ordinarily 
to do much harm. Ir hath therefore becn 
a conſtant obſervation in all times and p.a- 


ces, that rhe embroyling moſt Commur- |” 


wealths in Wars,in the mcan tunc,and works 
ing their ruin in the end, hath. grown from 
the reſtleſneſs of ſome ambitious ſpirits, and 
their immodcrate thirlt after Honor & Glory, 


—— Patriam tamen obruit oli 
(Gloria paucorum, 7 lauds tituligue cuptao x 
Juvenal Sar, 10. 


5. 90 


ch as by priviledge of their %irth, 


ka £ 5 5 ” Pg Ihe I 
oy SOIC If Se RE 5M Ts 
Re oe gr on _— 
ED , SOS ee © 
» 3 "6a 4 " 


CO TI ATTN ;- FEI 
*&rz _ — = % 
* Re *: + we a RN 


- 
WMS Bra ET on Fu bag TY 
HON G Ces PUPS WS RA . 
agg OE 80 ne > © 2 be ens OG 
- . » "-. 


The Caſe of «a Military Life, 77 


5. So that if there be any poſſibility of 
finding a perſon capable to take upon him 
the imploymenr of a Souldter, as his proper 
Profeſi1on, it muſt be among thoſe that pro- 
poſe to themſelves the ſame end thercin, 
that is, or ought to be the exd of War; that 
is to ſay, thoſe thar after an impartial ſearch 
of their own hearts, can truly ſay (and nor 
pretend it only) That their chiefeſt aim in ap- 


King and Country ſervice, in procurin? or pre= 
ſerving the Peace thereof : which no man can 
truly ſay, bur he that prefereth the Publick 
Good, and the Pace of his Country, befure 
all private [x-erefts, The try1l. whereof is, 
if he rake up Armes with this Reſolutroz, and 
by his after carriaze make 1t 2004, not to do 
any af, or enterprize any thing tor his own 
benefit, glory, or ſafety that may hinder, nor 
to refuſe any lervice or hazzard that may 
probably promote the obtaining of that end ; 
which Qualification ſuppoſed, I deny nor 
but chat a Man may find warrant to go on it 
the way of a Soulder as his proper Prof-fi:0n, 
and that in two Caſes. 

6. Firſt, that which (in the nature of rhe 
Imploymeat ie ſelf) is rather an Office than a 


| Profefpron (luch as we have alrcady ſhown 


the 


' plying themſelves to the Wars, 46 to do their © 


—_— 


8 The Caſe of a Military Life. 


the Souldiers imployment to be) may yet 
become to the perſon ſo imployed, as his 
proper Profeſſion, it he ſhall be appointed 
thereunto by lawful Authority ; eſpecially if 
it be done with a declared intention (whe- 
ther expreſly or interpretatively declared) of 
continuing him for life, or for any long ſpace 
in the ſame; and that the ſaid imployment, 
during ſuch his continuance therein, ſhall re- 
quire his perſonal attendance, either con- 
ſtantly or tor the moſt part: As for exam. 
ple, a Lanyer by Profeſſion and PraRtice, is 

y his Sorer/e122 called to be a Jurge of either 
Bench, or a How of the Exchequer, the 
Office of a Juaze is now become his Prefeſ- 
ſton, or particular Vocation, becauſe it is ſup- 
poſed that he is to continue in that Office ; 
and the execution of that Office will requirc. 
his atrendance thereupon, in the yearly Terms 
and Circuirs : bur it the K zag ſhall appotnt 
a Serjeant or Counſellor at the Law, by his 
particrlar Commiſſion to ride this Summer 
C:rcui::, into ſuch and ſuch Countries, and 
there to execute the Office of a Judge, the 
Party iſo conſtituted and appornted, hath by vir- 
tue of that C-zm:ſjon, tull power to do the 
Office of Fudge in that Circait, jand is to be 


received and honoured with thetitle of Lad, 
an 


& ſje, in as much ample manner as other 
4 MY Judges in their Crrcuits ares yot doth he 
-c }} not thereby come to be deromrnateda Fudge, 
as if that were his proper Profeſſioa, or or- 
' IF dinary Calling, as in the former Cale , be- 
cauſe he is 1mpowred to execute the Office of a 

J Judze, but during the time of that Cercurc 
? | only : Nor is his attezdarnce upon that Office 

7 any longer required, or ſo much as allowed 
”” him, In like manner, it the King of Eng- 
+, lazd ſhall make choice of ſome perſon of 114 0% 
© Quality to be Governor of Dover Calle, or "WS: 
» of Barwick, that Oihce then is as his Pr. If 
4 feſſton, Or particular Calling becaule it 1s tO 
* be ſuppoſed, he is to continve in that rm7- | 
= plormeat, and to attead the lame until the LI 
© Kings pleaſure be further known therein : "FM: 
Z bur if che King upon ſome ſudden [.ſurre;- pf! 
* wand Tvajon ſhould raiſe an Army, and 
& make choice of ſome perſon of like Quality 
© to have the Condutt thereof, for the Sr preſ- 
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© [ng or Repelling ſuch [uſurretionor Invaſion, \tt 
. © his Jaployment in that lervice being bur rex:- TILLT 
. |& prary, and to determine as ſoon as the buſi- | 10; 
, | neſs were ended, ſhould not otherwiſe than "WHERE 
, © ncourtefie denominate him a General ; or WINLIAR 
| = at leaſt not be eſtremed as his permanent Fil l 
| B Pros 
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profeſſion, bur only as a tranſten: Office « This 
is one Cale, 

The other Caſe (which is more perti- 
nent to the buſineſs of theſe Letters) is of 
ſuch as defire to 1m7ploy themſelves in the ex- 
ercilc of Arms in Forein Service, that they 
may attain ro ſuch knowledg or expericnce 
in the Art Mil:tary, as might the better cn- 
able them to do their King and Countrey 
Service, whenlocver there ſhouſd be need 
thereof ; for ſince the M aznagery of War is 
Jong ſince grown into an Art, and that not to 
be learned frm Books, or from private ſtu- 
ay; but to be acquired by much pradice and 
experience, and diligent.o:ſervation : and the 
rather for that the particular Rules of that 
Art, do not ſtand ar ſuch a certain ſtay as 
thoſe of moſt other Arts do, but are dailv 
altered and improved by new Inventions: 
It is very neceflary for cvcry State to be well 
provided of a good number of ſuch per- 
{ons of thcir own Nation, as ſhould be cx- 
pert and skilful in that Art ; left they ſhouid 
be forced, it an unexpe&ted War (houl. 
happen, to call in Forerzers for aſſiſtance, 
which is both diſhonourable and dangerous : 
the neceſſity hercot too well appearcth ty 


the cvil conſcquents of the neglect ol b 1 
this 
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s © this Nation in theſe latter times, eſpecially in 
the Rergas of the two laſt K ings, by reaſon of 
- WE the long Pearce, and(which commonly breed- 
f{ BM cth out of it as the ruſt and canker thereof) 
- & tenderneſs of Education and voluptuous liv- 
y I} ing. The No#:lity and Geztry of Ezland, in 
e IF the generality of them, had ſo much dege. 
1- AJ zerated from the Martial Proneſs of their 
y I Anceſtors renowned in all H:iftortes,than in the 
d If beginning of theſe annatural Wars,there were 
is I very few to be found of our own Neb:lity 
0. if and Geztry, fit to have Command in an _ 
/- Þ orthat knew any thing belonging to the Art 
d WM far; infomuch as uſe was made on both 
1c © (des of Mercenary Men, and moſt of them 
at WW Scots," who being for the moſt part bred up 
2s WE abroad (in Fraxce eſpecially, a place of much 
iv WW ation) had learned experience more than 
s: Mour Ex2l/þ had in ſuch matters, by which 
11 WW airrantage they had ſo wound themſelves in» 
r- Wt the Dif Places of Command, and had ſuth 
x- Wn 7fuence into the Councils of both ſides; 
id MW that the VVar was in a manner wholly ordered 
14 Whby their dire#7095, witnels the great power 
«>, Wihar Ruther, Urrey, King, Meldram, &c. 
Ss: Whd in the Armics on either fide. 
Ly 8. The weightincſs then of Prixces Af- 
10 WF 75, upon all cxergent occaſions, rendring it 
1s G necel- 
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neceſſary for them, nor only to have Porer 
to command their SubjeFs of whatſocver 
Rank or Profeſſion to ſerve as Sorldrers in 
their VVars; bur alſo to provide atorchand 
for a ſupply of able Men, both for places of | 
| Command, and to execute other parts of that 
ſervice, which cannot be done, unleſs a con- | 
fiderable number of perſons be trained up 

in the exerciſe of Ares, and bred Souldrers: | 
It is conſequently neceſſary, that ſome per- 
ſons be,cither by their Authority appointed, | 
or at leaſt by their permiſſion allowed to 
addi themſelves to a M:litary courſe of life, ® 
as their proper Profe-f{10 and Catllims, which X 
Authority or Permiſſion from their Sovereign, | 
will ſufficiently warrant to their Conſcience | 

the choice of that Prfefion; ſuppoſing (2s } 

now we do) that the intention be right, the | 

perſon meetly qualified, and all other Cau» 
27035 in reſpeR of the matter, manner, circum- | 
ſtances, and otherwiſe, duly obſerved, 4 

9. The neceſfity of learning this 4! 

granted, there may ſometimes tollow a fur- 
ther neceſſity, viz, of learning it abroad, | 

and after it 1s learned, of exerci{1172 it abroal; | 

and in Foreign ſervice, and that in theſe two W 
Caſes : Firſt, when the Souldicrs own Cour» | 


try, whereunito his ſervice is principally, and 
in 


Pr — 
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in the firſt place dur, hath eithcr the happy. 
neſ5 to be in a ſetled Peace and Freedom, un- 
der the Government of a lauful Sovereign . 
or the unhappineſs to be in ſuch ſerw'itude, 
through the prevalency of an Uſurping Power, 
that no Reſiſtance can ve made there againſt; 
for in the former Cale, there is no exezc:ſe 
atall of the Souldters faculty in earneſt and 
of what little avail to the attaining of any 
ſolid knowledg, or experience in the Art Mzlt- 
tary, ſuch ſuperficial trainings, as were uſed 


2 (and thoſe bur very ſeldom neither) by the 
3 Lieutenants of the ſeveral Counties here in 
= Ergland, with the Countrey Captains and 


Mufter-Maſters are (beſides that, our own 
reaſon will rell us) the Ramwneſs and Unſer- 
viceablexeſs of our Trained-Banas in the be- 
vinning of the late Wars did abundantly m2a- 
aifeſt : and in the latter Cale, the Souldter, 
if he will have J-ployrent at home, muſt 
cither expage on the bchalt of an anjuſt 
Power, or elſe run upon his own certain de- 


| [iryu&ion to no purpole. 


IV. Cons 
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IV. . Confideratton of the condition of 
the Perſon, 


T1. *F His muſt be conſidered too; for the 

= different conditions of perſons, may 
make a great difference in the lawfulneſs or 
unlaufulnrſs of their a#10ns, according to the 
old ſayir9, which holdeth true in this ſenſe 
allo, no leſs than in chat other, in which its 
commonly uſed (relating to mens corrupt 
Partial:ties, Dru3 cum faciunt idem, non ef 
zdem. In your Friends ſecond Letter, I find 
a demand made (as in the way of Reply to |? 
fome paflage of your A-ſwer to his firſt Let= 
cer) to this purpoſe ; Suppoſe two great Prin- 
ces (as France and Spain, tor inſtance) have 
had lbyz Wars together,and the juſtice of the 
Cauſe appear neither more nor leſs, on the 
one ſide, than the other, if in caſe a third 
Prince, or State, out of a fincere delire to | 
Bſtabliſh the Peace of Chriſtendom , after | 
other offers and meditations for that purpoſe | 
made in vain, might Jawtully ' joy in Arms 
with the oe party to force the other to Peace, 
why a private perſon might not as lawfully 


(having the ſame intention) enter into Arms 
for 


DO — 
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+ for the lame 4g, and the reaſon of de- * 
| wand thereo 


is, becauſe every Priace or 
State ts (in relation to other Princes and 
States) bur as one private man to anther x 
for being called ro the Regiment of his ow; 
people only, he is but as a private man in 
Aliena Republica, 
2. But that there is a great difference be= 
tween a Sovereran Prince and a private Pere 
ſox in this affair, it cannot be denied; inſo- 


2 much thar I find in the very ſame paflage 
® (put in as 1t were by way of Ozj-#:0z) three 
* very conſiderable differences. Firſt, That 
= Princes may, and ſometimes are obliged by 
- Articles and Covenants, for the defence of 
= their Allies, to take up Arms, which cannot 
& bethe caſe of private Men. Secondly, That 
& Princes may ſee cauſe to ſet in for their own 
> latery and intereſt, leſt the prevailing Party 
© might grow too Potent, and fo themſelves 
2 might be oppreſſed by him. Thirdly, there tis 


a greater probabllity in a Prince of come 
pailing that Noble and Glorious end, The 
Peace of Chriſtendom, than can be in a pri= 


E vate May, All theſe differences are allowed 
© there as true ; bur yet excepted againſt, as | 
| not contributing any -thing to the juſtice of 


the cauſe, which is here the Queſtion. 
G 3 3.1 
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If theſe do not, yet a Fourth differexce 
there is, that will (as I conceive) manifeſtly 
contribute thereunto, to wit, that Jus Bell:, 

. is Penes Principem ſoluz: : in the buſineſs of 
War, Prizces have a Judicial, private Mey 
an executive power only ; and he that hath no 
power but to exccute the ſentence of a 
Judge, is bound to wait the Fudges Sentence 
before he offir to at; otherwiſe he ſhall 
a& beyond his lawinui power, which is un- 
ju : Not bur that P-1zce. if he raiſe a War 
wircre he ovg"t not, 1s VNjnſt roo even as 
a JuJge is unjuſt, which pronounceth a 
wrong ſentence : but hercin 1s the difference 
between thei ior taking up of Arms. The 
Prince having jus aged! in that behalt, may 
do it juit]y, and he may do it unjuſtly; yet 
where he doth it unjuſtly, he doth bur abut: 
jure ſuo : but the private perſon, not having 
Jus agendt, in that rc{pe& cannot (withour 
the Authority of the Sovereign) do it other- 
wiſe than »juſily; bccauſe in ſo doing, he 
doth without leave uti jure alteno, Which 1s 
alwaics unjuſt, Ir is one thing tor a Man 
to uſe (whether well or ill) a power that of 
right belongeth xot to him ; the oe 1s not un» 
Juſt, unleſs he abuſe his Power, the other 1;, 
if he ſe it at all, 


— 
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4. Neither perhaps will the Reaſon al 
ſedged to the contrary (v:z, that a Prince in 
point of Juſtice and Power, is in Alena re- 
publica, but as a prizate perſon) bear ſo much 
weight as is laid upon tt, it one Point be well 
confidered, which I think will prove a truth, 
though it be very tenderly handled ; other- 
wile tt may prove very dangerous, both bee 
cauſe it may ſeem a Paradox to thoſe that 
have been little converſant in publick At- 
fairs z as allo, and eſpecially , becaule ir 
may,by racking it too high, be cafily wreſted 


2 7 toa miſchievous conſtruction, for the Patro- 
e _| nage of any Tyrannical aFon ; the point 1s 
e + this, thar juſtia politica, and Fuſtitia priva- 


y & t, have not in all the ſame adequate mea- 
't WF ſure, Princes are bound to be juſt, as well 
t WF as the meareſt private men are, and obliged 
g | tokecp Faith both with Friends and Ene- 
rt 7 mes, every whit as exattly and punttually, 
- & without e4usworation, reſervation, or other 
C eluding dewices, as they ; of all this no man 
$ doubrech : but it is not therefore neceſlary, 
1 IF that the Rules of Juſtice, whereby the Coun- 
t WF Gil and Afons of Prixces and States, in their 
mutual Relations are tobe meaſured, ſhould 

be preciſely the ſame with thole which mea- 
| ſure the dealinzs of Private men one with 
another, G 4 5. And 


ee nn 


RS os Io Ip oates 


= mn __ 

a m—_ —O—— == — 
—— — — 
————— eg 


Pele 
= A 


— —_ « mY 
——— o_D—_—— — _s 
"__ £ _— 
yt L ED" WO > "LIES EY 


=> — _ 
-D— =D En 
=> —— ——C a > — 
— _ An ans. -s 
- py b = __ —_— 


©” ES. - ers ————_s— ew =. 


h———— pen _ 
— = 
Oey ED non i. Roe 
gy 
9 


- CEE £7 ” 
a CC” - - bw —_ 
=  .... ws ID p? X OO CO y ” 
Ang _ 


J==VX. 
pong 


Bs. NS > A 
I Fn” 
n 4 oj” eas 7, 
ve 


_ " ts ” 
mw 
"3-3 


$2 The Caſe of 4 Military Life, | 


_——_— ——— —_— — — 


— 


5. And the reaſon of the difference is 
evident : private Mens Controverſies may be 
decided, and their Injuries repreſſed or puniſb. 
ed, by the poſitive Lo of the Slateywhere- 
of they are Members, and conſcquently ſub. 
je to be ordered in all their dealings by 
thoſe Lazs, which poſitive Lans (together 
with the Law of Nature, and the Divine 
Law, which are common to all Men) are 
the adequate Rule, whereby the Juſtice of 

private Perſons, and of their a&1075, ts to be 
meaſured ; but fince Prixces and States are 
not ſubje& to any luch poſitive Laws common 
to them both, as may determine their Dit- 
ferences and Controverſies: The great necel- 
fity of Humare Ajjairs, hath (for the good of 
Mankind in the preſervation of Pcace) irtro- 
duced by the common conſent of Natrss, 
another Law ot larger extent, that which 
we pcculiarly call J#« Gentium, or the Lay 
of Nations (whercot that which we call the 
Law of Armes, is one ſpecial part) by which 
rhe Law of Nations (together with the Lav 
of Nature, and the Divine Lay, as atorc- 
ſaid) the Jullice of Princes and States, and 
of their A#tons, is as by the proper ade- 
quate Rule thereaf to be meaſured, Whence | 
ir cometh to paſs, that ſyndry things are 2 EZ 
nc 
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| the Rules of Politizue Juſtice allowed as law- 
> ©} fuland juſt berween Prizces, which between 
- I private men, would by the Rales of meer m0. 
- |} ral Fuftice, be condemned (and that defer- 
- © vedly too) as unjuſt and unlawiu!: There 


y | are ſundry Arcana Ioperii, ome arts and 


r } (mulations for m aintaining /. ntelligence abroad 
e I for concealing and CR Councils at home, 


ce A in the Inſtructions of wbaſ] adors and man- 


> MF aging of Embaſſies, in making Alances and 


2 ; . . D 
e IF Corfederacies, but ——__ in the purſuance 


c A and effeas of War, which ſecm much to 
n Þ ſwerve from the ordinary Precepts of oral 
- 3 Juſtice, which yer ſide iateora & circa dolum 
- +7 nalum) are by the conſcnt of Nations allow- 
}f IM e&dto be uſed, and ſo muſt be, or ele there 
z- IJ could be no ſecure living inthe world inany 
5, I Socrety, har laying of his 4:que ipſa utilitas 
h | juf: prope mater & equi , had ſomewhat of 
w MF truth and reaſon in it. 

ec WW 6. The truth and reaſonableneſs of what 
hn WF hath becn ſaid will appcar (omitting many 
w WM other) in thele few Inſtances, Firf, when 
'- MW: lownis taken bv the Enemy, by the Law of 
1d WM Nations, the ſpoil thereof falleth to the Con- 
e- BY qeror, which it he give to the Souldrery to 
Y plunder (as uſually is done) every Souldier 
| fiereby acquirerh a juſ# Right and Dominion 


med 
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take into his Potlcfion. & -c02%%, It may 
ſometimes concern a Pripee or S'4'. in Point 
of Honozr or Safety to vindic%te himfelt by 
War, tor ſome wrong offered to his Mer. 
chants, or for ſome Rudeyeſs or lacroilities 
done to his Exbaſador (for even thele, in 
caſe Reparation be demanied and Wexyen, have 
been cver held jeſt cauſes of War ; (as Am- 
phitruo in Plautus rendercth thar as a {uſfici- 
ent reaſon of his War, Nim:s ferociter lepa- 
tos noftros increpant) in this calc it is by the 
Law of Nations allowed him, not only to fight | 
againſt the Prince himſclf, who yer only did Þ 
the wrong, but to waſte his Country, fire his 
Towns and Villages, and ſpoil thouſands of his 
znnocent $ubjes of their fortunes and 1:77: in 
purſuance of his juſt revenge ; bur it 25-1. 
wvate Gentleman wronged by his Nechior 
ſhould in like manner, in revenge of that il 
wrong, beat his Servants, wvex his Tenants, A \ 
and ſcek his or their andotnegthe af were pal- WY |: 
pably moſt uxchriſtian and unjuſt, Thirdly, YI 1 
Since potent Princes, have for the molt parr, WY a 
great Ambitions, (and Ambition is a bound- Ml o 
leſs luſt) it behoveth a Prince tor his own ſafe- M v 
tj, to have a watchful eye over the Motions i 1 
and De{i:as of a potent Nergbbour, almoſt , Y li 
muyic 
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much as of a declared Enemy. and therefore 


wiſe Princes have ever been careful by all ju 
nears to ballance their nerghbour Princes and 
Ftates as near as they could; in ſuch a pro- 
portion as might hinder the over-growth of 
any one above the reſt : In order whereunto 
it hath been held /anſul for a Prince, laying 
aide the conſideration of the cauſe, to joyn 
in Armes with the weakey, for his aſſiſtance a- 
cainſt his Peter: Adverſary, who elle were 
likely 1n a ſhort time to ſmallow him up, 
whereby he ſhould become formidable and 
dangerous, as well to himſelf as to the other 
his zer2hvour Princes and States ; upon which 


| account alone, were there no other reaſon 


beſides, it wouid be as juſt for all Chriſtian 
Princes to coMpole their owr quarrels, and to 
ad the Vegetraii, and Hungarian, Perſian, 
or Tartar, again(t the Turk, as it is expedt=- 


2 ent and honourable for them fo to do : bur 


2 whar is thus allowed j«ſ! in the waging of War 
J between Pr:aces; it in a waver of Law a pris 


wae perſon ſhovld attempt the like, viz, ta 
ahit with his purſe and pains a Poor Man a- 


 gainft a Rich without conſidering the equity 
© of the Canſe, rhe AF were (as in the former 


ſtance ') palpably «»juſt and unchriftian : 
I Inſtances might be produced many more to 


the 


| 
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the ſame effe& were it needful, but theſe 1 
think ſufficiently evidence the :74:5 ot what I 
undertook to ſhew in this particular, 

7. There are allo ſundry other crrcum(tan- 
ces conſiderable concerning the condition of 
the perſon, which may render the ſame uz- 
dertaking unlanful to one, whici yet may be 
lawful tor another, or more or lefs expedient 
or znexpeatent for one than tor another, ſup-. 
poſing both private perſons and Swvjetts, as 
namely, whether he be a perſon of Honour | 
and Eſtate, or a man of ordinary rank and 
fortune; whether a ſingle man, or Married? 
if Married, whether he have the co;ſeat of | 
his VVite or no? and whether ſuch conſent &; 
were a free and rational co;ſent in the Witc, 
ariſing from a Judgment convinced of the 


fitneſs of the andertatipo, or rather wm 


2 


irom her by the importunity of the Hſ- 
band, and her facility in yzelding to the potency i 
of his deſires therein > whether the necel= 
fity 0: his domeftical Affairs, and Occonomi- i 
cal Relations will brook his atſence for fo 
long a time as muſt be ſpent in that Imploy- 
ment ; or will not rather require his preſence i 
and care for tie MANA s thereof in the = 
mcan time? and an hundred other like 
aoubts and aifficulizes met tq be _—_ 

| (6449 
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| deliberation , and unprejudicately weighed a- 
gainſt thoſe other probabilities and trduce- 
F ments which at firſt kindled, and after fo- 
mented his defires, before he 1mbarque him- 

c ſelf in that I-ployment : and yet when all is 
0 ff done, it were ſafer for him (in my opinion) 
to forbear than to proceed in his intentions, un- 


be leſs he (hall be affured, that he hath the 


free allowance of his Sovereign , thereunto 


warrant for his conſcience) or at leaſtwiſe 
14 Ml "pon very pregnant grounds of probability 
7 preſumed, 


i 


”” iN cither expreſſed (which would be the cleareſt 


The CASE of 
ERA 1” 7A 


not ſo much to look at the evext, what 
that is, or way be ; as at the cauſe whence 
it cometh ; for ſumetimes there is given juſt 
cauſe of Scandal, and yet no Scandal follow- 
eth, bccanſe it is not raken : ſometimes. 
Scandal is taken, and yet no juft cauſe given; © 
and ſometimes there 1s both cauſe of Scan- ©: 
dal giver, and Scandal thereat taken : butno © 
man is concerned in any Scandal that hap- | 
peneth ro another, by occafion of any thing 
done by him ; neither is chargeable with it, 
farther than he is guilty of having giver 't : 
If then we give Scanaal to others, and they i 
take it not, we are to bear a ſhare in the Þ 
blame as well as they, and that a deeper ſhare 
too, (Ve homint, Wo to the man by whom the 
offence cometh, Matth; 8, 7.) bur if they tate 
Offence when we give none, it is a thing we 
cannot help, therefore the whole blame mult 
lie upon them 5 wherefore if ar any time 


any doubt (hall ariſe in the Caſe of 8 _ 
10W 


'S = judging of Caſes of Scandal, we are 
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— 


how far forth the 4anzer thereol way, or #24) 
wt eb[10e us to. the along or 70t dotng any thing 
propoſed, the Reſolutzon will come on much 
the eaſzers if we ſhall bur rightly under. 
fland, what it is to 20 Scandal, or how 
many wates 2 man may become guilty of 
ſrandalizing another by his example, The 
wates (as I conceive) are but thele fur, 

2, The firſt is, when a man doth ſome. 
thing before another man, which is in it ſelf 
evil, unlanful, and finful; in which Caſe, 
neither the intention of him that doth z!, nor 


; the evezt, as to him that ſecth it done, is 
of any conſideration; for it mattererh nor 
>» whether the doer had an intention to draw 

© the other into ſin thereby, or not : neither 
© doth it mattcr whether the other were 
© thereby induced to commit fin or not : the 
| matter or ſubſtance of the aon detng, er'7l, 


and doye-before others, ts {ufhcient to ren= 


he I der the doer gulty of having gzren S cazial, 


tough he had ncither ary intention himſelt 


to do ; nor were any perſon ataa!ly ſcan- 

 dalized- thereby ; becauſe whatſoever is in 

itſelf, and in irs own nature evil, is allo of 
© it ſelf, and in its own. nature ſcandalous, and. 


of ext] example, Thus did Hophzi and Ph1= 
was the Sons of El:, give Scazaal by their 
wretched 


NE OE 
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wretched profaxeneſs and greedineſs about the 
Sacrifices of the Lord, and their wile and 
ſhameleſs abuſing the Women, 1 Sam, 2, 15, 
22, And ſo did David allo give great Scan- 
dal in the matter of Uriah, 2 Sam. 12, 14. 
Here the Rule is, Do nothing that is evil, for 
> fear of 2rving Scandal. | 

3. The ſecond way is, when a man doth 
ſomcthing before another, with a direF in- 
tention and formal purpoſe of drawing him 
thereby to commit fs 1n which Caſe, 
neither the matter of the are, nor the 
event is of any conſideration , for it maketh 
no difference (as to the ſin of giving Scan. 
aal') whether any man be effeFually enticed Þ 
thereby ro commit ſin, or not: neither 
doth it make any difference , whether the 
thing done were tn ir ſelf unlawful or nor, 
fo as it had but an appcarance of evil; and 
from therce an aptitude to draw another to 
do that (by :###tat:on) which ſhould be :eally | 
and zatrixſecally evil , the wicked intention 
alone, (whatſocver the cffe& ſhould be, or 
means ſocver ſhould be uſed te promote it) 
ſufficerh to induce the guilt of grv1xg S ca- 
dal tzpon the doer : This was Jeroboamr's (in, 
in ſetting up the Calves with a formal purpoſe | 


and zwntcntwy thereby ( for his own —_— 
ana 
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he Wl and ambitious ends) to corrupt the purity of 
nd MI R-1:2103, and to draw the people to an Idola- 
7. WY tous Worſhip, for which cauſe he is fo often 
n= MN figmatized with it, as with a note of Iafamy, 
4. Wl to tick by him whilſt the World lafteth, be- 
for WI ing ſcarce ever mentioned but with this ad- 

ditiori, Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat that made 
th WW Iſrael to in. Here the Rule is, Do nothing 


n- Wl (400d or evil) with an intention to give Scans 


m i val, 
le, WM 4. The third way is, when a Man doth 
he W fmething before another, which in it ſelf is 
th Wot evil, but indifferent, and fo according to 
"- the Rule of Chriſtian Liberty, lawful for Frm 
ea = to do, or not to ao, as he (hall ſee cauſe (yea, 
cr Wind perhaps otherwiſe commodious and con- 
he Wrenient for him to do) yet whereat he pro- 
bably foreſeeth the other will take Scandal, 
ind be occaſioned thereby te do evil. In 
ſuch Cafe, it the thing to be done, be not in 
We degree (ar leaft prudentially) necel- 
ary for him to do ; but that he might,with- 
out great zxconTentence and prejudice to hime 
lf, and any therd per fon, leave tt undone, he 
s bound in Charity and Compaſſion to his 
Jothers Soul , (for whom Chriſt died ) 
Wd for the avoiding of Scandal to abril 


mſelf inthe exerciſe of his Chriſtian L:- 
H berty 
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berty for that time fo far, as rather to ſuffer 
lome zncorventence himiclf by the not doing | 
of it, than by 42 of it to cauſe his Brother 
to offead ; the very Caſe which is ſo often, | 
and fo largely, and fo carneftly infiſted upon 
by St. Paul, Rom. 14. 13,21. and 15. 1, 3. 
x Cor, 8. 7,13. andg. 12,22. and 16. 23,8 
33. Here the Rule is, Do zothiz? that may} 
be reaſonably forborn, whereat it 15 like Scandal 
will be taken, | 

5. The laft nay is,when a man doth ſome= 
_ before another, which ts not only lar-| 
ful, bur (according to the excgencies of pre-! 
ſent circumſtances pro hic & nunc) very be-| 
hoveful, and in ſorae ſort (prudentially) 1e-| 
ceſſary for him to dog but foreſeeth 1n the] 
beholder a propenſion to make at zl! uſe of it, 
and to take encouragement 'thereby to cox! 
mit ſi; ,, if there be not withal a great care 
had to prez'ent, as much 5s is poſſible, they 
Scandal that miohe be talen thereat : for 
"Qui #61 provibet peceare, cum poreſt jubet, | 
Tuch caſe th* bare xeale# of his Brother, and 
not'uſing his utmoſt endeavour to proven 
the evil that might enſue, making him gu!l')R 
vpn which Conſideration: ſfandeth thR| 
equity of the Judicial Law given to the Jew' 


Exad, 21. 33, 34. Which ordereth, that 'Þ 
calc 
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caſe a man dig a Pit or Vell for the uſe of 
his Family, and (looking no farther than his 
ex own conveniency) pur no cover on it, but 
en, I leave it opez , whereby ir happeneth his 
on Y Neighbours Beaſt to fal/therein, and periſh, 
2. if the owner of the Pit is to-make it good, in- 
'3 aſmuch as he was the occaſroer of that loſs 
3 . . . . 

vay © unto his neighbour , which he might and 
441 onght to have prevented: In this laſt Caſe 

the thing is not (for the danger of the Scars 
10. 42!) to be left undone, ſuppoſing it (as we 
now do) otherwiſe behoweful to be done 3 
but the 4:07 15 to be ordered, and carried 
on by us, for the manner of dorxe, and in all 
Reſpefts and Circumſtances thereunto be- 
longing, with ſo much clearneſs, tenderneſs, 
and 20deration, and wiſdowr, that ſo many as 
are willing to rake notice of it, may be ſa- 
tisfied that there was on our part a reaſon of 
juſt neceſſity that the thing ſhould be done z 
and that fuch perſons as would be willing to 
make uſe of our example, without the like 
neceſſity, may do it upon their own ſcore, 


and 
1cnf and not be able ro 20«ch our praftice for their 
ily excuſes even as the Jew that ſtood in need 


{ tolink a Pt for the {ervice of his Houle and 
Grounds, was not (for fear his Neighbours 
Beaſts ſhuuld fall into it, and be drowned) 

34 1 bound 


TR 
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The CASE of a 


Taken in the 
KIN G S Name: 
Propoſed Fuly 1658. 
R 'S Was ſeized in Fee of cer- 
. * tain Houſes of ſmall Value, with 
le Appurtenances ; and in the Tear 1635. 


»hiles Owner of the ſa:d Houſes, he entreated 
A. B, to be hs Surcty for One Hundred 


il 1639. At which time he requeſied A,B, 
7 diſcharge that Bond, and 1n conſideration 
thereof, ſclleth the ſaid Houſes to A. B. and 
bis Heirs for ever ; the ſaid R, C. alſo buy- 
cth of a Merchant a parcel of Goods ; the Mer- 
chant bern2 a Receiver of ſome part of the late 


Kings Revenue, and under pretence of a pri= 
viledge thereby, taketh a Bond of the ſaid R.C, 


! for the payment of Two Hundred pounds 70 


himſelf, but in the Name of the late King, 4s 
if indebted to the King ; and wader that pre» 
H 3 rence, 
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tence, procureth an extent upon the Houſes 


ſold to A, B. and maketh ſetzure thereof : Was 
R. C. ſeized of the ſame, when he entred into 
that Bond. 


The ſaid King, 1645. publiſhed a Procla- 
mation, wherein he declared, That the taking 
of ſuch Bonds was contrary ts His Intention, 
and an abuſe of his Prerogative, and prohi- 
bited all ſuch crairy Courſes, as tendrng to the 
Oppreſſion of h:s Subjefts ; and tt 15 to be no- 
red, that the ſaid Proclamation was publiſhed 
two years before the extent was executed upon 
the Houles, which nevertheleſs hawe been held 
under that extent, about fourteen years, which 
& beyond the valve of the Houſes. 

Te ſaid R, C. ated poor, the Merchant 1s 
dead alſn, mihout any Child, leaving an Eltate 
behinde him of Twenty Thouſand Pounds, 4 
FI) ſuppoſed 4 great part vihble i Lands, 4 
appeareth by his laſt V Vill pon Record. 


Advice of Council at Law being taken, how 
the ſaid A. B. may be moſt readily relieved; 
he is diretted to Petition the preſent Supreme 
Power to pardon the Debr, becauſe taken only 
in the Kings Name, whey there is no Debt due 


to him frem R. C. 
| As 
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taken in the K 1725 Name. Io3 


p ; As to the Caſe Propoſed. 


2 7. | Am clearly of opinion, that the taking 
' of Bonds in the Kings Name, to the 
Y meer behoof, and for the advantage of pri- 
vate perſons, when there was fuch Debt re- 
ally due to the K ing, was a fraudulent and 
f «juſt a8 from the beginning ; for though ir 
© were not aFually forbidden, and lo might per- 
haps be valid enough in foro externo, till the 
ifuing our of the Kings Proclamation in that 
2 betalt; yer was it in point of Copſcrexce un» 
7 lawful before, as being a crafty courſe : fo 
> refuſed by the King himſelf, and guilty of a 
= double 1ajuſtice, the one to the King, asan 
= wuſe to his Prerogative ; the other to the 
” Cubjes, as tending to their oppreſſion, as by 
the Proclamation is recited, and rhar there- 
fore, 

2, Neither might the Merchaxt, whiles 
he I;:ved, nor ought his Executors, now he 1s 
dead, to make advantage of the K ings Name 
uſed in that Boyd; nor might he then, nor 
may they now, by virtue of the I ;ngs Pre- 
rozative, or under the colour thereof, for the 
recovery of the ſaid Debt, uſe any way to 
the prejudice or damage of the Ob{;ger, or 
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of any Purchaſer from him, other than ſuch, 
as he or they might have uſed , in caſe the 
Bond had been taken in the Ovligee's own 
Name, and not in the Kings. 

3. It any Proceedings have been made al- 
ready in purſuit of the Devr, due upon the 
ſaid Bod, upon no other ground or colour, 
than the Prerogative aforeſaid, whereby the 
faid A. B. cometh to be endamaged or pre- 
judiced more than otherwile he (ſhould have 
been ; that the Executors ought to make him 
ſome conſiderable ſatisf1Rion for the lame, 
although perhaps not to the full of what he 
hath ſuffered or would demand ; yct in ſuch 
a proportion, as to the judzment of indit- 
ferent perſons (in a cale wherein both par- 
ries, if they muſt do what is fitting and juſt, 
are ſure to b2 loſcrs) ſhall ſeem reaſonable, 
in caſe the Parties cannot accord it between 
themſelves. 

4. Whereof, although through the cor- 
rupt partiality that 1s in moſt, I may truly 
ſay, all men more or leſs; I do not appre- 
hend any great likelihood (for neither part 
would, and yer both muſt be loſers) yer 1 
ſhould adviſe that tryal were made therevt 
inthe firſt place, as the moſt kindly Chriſizan 
way of growing to peace, if parties will be 
pcr= 


> es. - 


| 


taken in the K ings Name, Io5 


E perſwaded to meet about it, and can be 
* made Maſters of their own paſſ1oas when 


Bo, 


J they are mer; and ſurely matters might be 


þ- : 
"2" 
3? 


! 
So 


1 calily brought to a handſome concluſion, it 
{1 both parties , but eſpecially the Execuors, 
© who ſeem to have the advantage in Lay, 
would not ſtand too much upon whatſvever 
advantage they may ſecm to have, but (as tn 
Y Conſcience they ought) ſubmir both that, and 
© all other circumſtances appertaining to the 
FI, . 1 
©: ujneſi, and indeed their waole mutual de- 
mad, to the final determination of that 
| tranſcendent Law, which Chriſt hath cſtabliſh- 
das the only Rojal Standard, whereby to 
- meaſure the equity of our a#0x5, in all our 
= dcalings rowards others, 72, 1o do 45 we 


IEA 


7 5. Bur laftly, in caſe no ſuch accord can 
Fdemade, cither by agreement of Parties, or 
Rncdiation of Friends, and that through the 
only default and ftiffnels of the Executors ; 
£14. B, having by all fair ways faithfully ſoughr 
End endeavoured the ſame, I ſee not bur the 
ad A, B, may (but not to be done, bur as 

P28 his 
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his laſt refuge) leckto relieve himſelf accor- 
ding to the advice of his Conur:c1l, by making 
his Addrefes to ſuch Perſon or Perſonage, as 
for the time being ſhall be in ual poſſeſſion 
of the Supreme Power, and fo in a capacity 
to over-rule the Law in a Caſe of that nature, 
by forgiving that Deb: whereupon the King 
was colourably and fraudulently entituled 


for private advantage, to the prejudice of 
ing to him from the Ovl:gee, 


P. P. 17. Jul, 
I658. 


a third perſon, but was not at all a debt ow- 


: The CASE of the 
JENGAGEMENT. 


EE S1HR, 
.Þ Foro hitherto been very ſparing in de- 
 & 1 livering my opinion concerning the poinr 
" © now moſt in agitation, 7:12, Of the lawfulneſs 
” or unlawfulneſs of Subſcribing the Bngozement : 
” conſidering the miſchiefs that muſt needs 
- have followed, if it ſhould be once noiſed 
* abroad, that I had given forth any determi- 
-- nation in ſo tickle a point, I could nor bue 
* foreſee on the one (ie, it I ſhould condemn 
tas utterly unlawful, how I ſhould be looked 
©. upon by thoſe thar have ail power in their 
>: hands, not as a refuſer only, bur a diflwader 
alſo of what they have thought fit to re- 
*quire : And on the other fide, it I ſhould 
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low it in any caſe lawful, what ill uſe would 
EY ertzinly be made thereof by multitudes of 


people, apt to be lo far ſcandalized thereby, 
4 etther to ſwallow it whole without chew- 
» ng, (that is, reſting themſelves upon the ge- 
Eamral determination of the lawlulneſs to take 
in hand over head, without due confidera- 
| tion, 


>. 
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tion, cither of the true mcaning of it, or of 
other requiſite cautions and cir cumſtarces) 
or clle to conceive themſelves by ſo enoa- 
| - & 

ging, to be for ever diſcharged from the bond 
of their former Allegraxce, j 

Yet ſince by your Letter, and by ſending 
your ſervant therewith on purpoſe ſo many 
dates journey, through unknown walcs, and 
at this ſeaſon of the ycar (eſpecially as the 
weather hath proved ſince his coming forth) 
ſcarce paſlable, you have ſhewn your carnclt 
deſire to underſtand what my opinion is in 
his point; ſo great, both for difficulty and & 
concernment.z I could nor think it fir, nor £ 
conſiſtent with that civility wi.ich is to be 
uſed, eſpecially rowards Strangers, to {cd Þ 
back your meſſenger w:thout the return ot 
ſome kind of anſwer : Wherein, albeit 1 
ſhall not come up to the full, of what your 
Letter declarcth to be your deſire, v2. 1nÞ 
giving 4 particuler fudyment and cjlimaie of 
the Eight. ſeverai Arguments therein propoſed, 
and the addiiiozal Quzre in the Poſiſcript © | 
yet you ſhal] find ſomething tending towards | 
your ſatisfaQtion therein, by touching upon B 
thoſe points (ſo far as the ftraits of time 
would ſuffer) whercin the difficulty of theÞſp 


whole buſineſs ſcemeth chicfly to conſiſt. 
| Firſt, 


BH The Coir of the Engagement. Iog9 


I  Firff then, tt is to be confidered, that 
IJ Allegrance is a duty that every Subje@, un- 
der what form of Government ſocver, by 
the Law of Nature, oweth to his Countrey, 
and conſequently to the Sovereign Pow: r 

| thereof. For the very ſame Law (wnich we 
may call the Law of Nature, at leaſt in a 

| harge' acceptation) which inclineth particu 
Jar- men to grow into one civil body of a 
| Common-wealth, muſt neceſſarily withal, 
| imprint a ſenſe, and racite acknowledgment 
© of ſuch a duty of Allegrarce in every infe- 
” rior member of the body, unto the Capst 
” Communitatis,or Sovereign Power, by which 
= that Common-wealth is governed, as is ne- 
ih ceflary for the preſervation of the whole 
"© body. So that the bond of Allegiance doth 
1 oor ariſe ariginally from the Oath of Allegi- 
© ace; as if thoſe that had not taken the 
3 © Oath, had a greater liberty to a&t contrary 
= tothe Allegrance ſpecified in the Oath, than 
/ Whoſe thar have taken tt, have : oras if, in 
J caſe the Oath (hould be quite laid aſide, 
1 there ſhould be no Allegiance due. Bur it is 
5 h intrinſecal, proper, and -eflential a duty, 
_—_ and (as ir were) tundamental , to the relation 
* of a Subject, qu4 talzs, as thar the very yame 
qo! a Subje& doth, atter a ſort, import it; 


f, | inſo- 


4. 
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infomuch, that it hath thereupon gained, in 

common uſage of ſpeech, the ſtile of Nas. | 
tarsl Allegiance : Whence all theſe inferen. 
ces will follow. T 

I. That the bond of Allegiance, (whether | 
ſworn or not ſworn) is in the nature of ir ZE 
perpetual and indiſpenſable, 

2. That it is fo inſeparable, from the re. 
lation of a SubjeR, that althongh the exer- 
Ciſe of it, may be ſuſpended by reaſon 5f « 
prevailing force, whileſt the Subje is wider 
ſuch force, (+2. where it cantior be ima. © 
gined, how the endeavour of exerciſing it © 
can be effeQually ſerviceable to reſtore the | 
Sovereign Power to the tight owner, for the | 
eſtabliſhment of that Publick Fuſtice and © 


{ 


Peace wherein the happineſs of Common- Þ} 


wealths conſiſterh) yet no ontward force can F7 
ſo abſolutely take it away, or remove it, bur 
that ſtill it remaineth 'vertually in the Sub- i? 
je, and obligeth ro an endeavour (fo ſoon © 
as the force that hindercd it is over) of atu- Þ 
ally exerciſing of it, for the advantage of | 

the party, to whom of right it ts due, and Þ 

the advancement of the common good i 


* 


thereby, upon all fir ocealions. Y 


3o Thar no Subje of England , that F 


1 
6 


elther bath, by taking the Oaths of Spre- 


marc)y | 


F 
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macy, or Allegtance, acknowledged ; or that 
not having taken either Oarh, yet otherwiſe 
knoweth, 'of belicveth, that the OS OVerengy 
Power im En:land, to whotn his Natural Al. 
legiance is due, is the Kimp, his Fleirs, and 


* 


| lavfil Succeſfors, can without finning againſt 


his Conſcience , enter into any Covenant, 
Promiſe, 'or Engazement , or do any other 


E 43 or A8s whatſoever, whereby either to 
Z transfer his Allep:ance to any other party, to 
| whoth it is not of right due, or to put him- 


+ © felf ihto an incapacity'of performing thedu- 
t? Ties of His Gounden Allegiance to his lawful 


Sovereign, when it may appear to be uſeful 
and ferviceable-ro him. 
4. Thar therefore the taking of the late 


7 Solemn League and Covenant, by any Sube 
” je of Eryland (notwithitandino the Pro- 
 reſtation in the Pretace, that therein he ha# 
= the Honour of the K img before his eyes, and 
7 that expreſs clauſe in one of the Articles of 


-& it, wherein he {wore , The Preſervation of 


the K 19s Perſon and Howonr) was an at as 
clear contraty to the Oath of Allegrance, and 


1 the Natural Duty of every Subje& of Enz- 

+ land, as the Aſſiſting of the King to the ut= 
F moſt of ones power (which is a branch of the 
& Oaths) and the allifting againſt any perſon 


what- 
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whatſocver, with his urmolt power, thoſe | 
that were aQually in Arms againſt the King 
(which was the very end for which that | 
Covenant was {cr on toot) are contrary the | 
one unto the other. | 
5. And that alſo for the ſame reaſon, no 
Subject of England, that hath taken the Þ 
Oarhs, and underſtandeth them, or 1s per- 
ſwaded that the Sovereignty of this Realm 
doth of right belong to the King, his Heirs, Þ 
and lawful Succeffors, can without finning in 3: 
like manner againſt his Conſcience, take the 
Engazement now offered : if he ſo under- ©? 
ſtand the words, wherein it is expreſlcd, as * * 
if they did contain in them, and require of |. 
the Promifer, an acknowledgment that the | 
Supream Power of this Realm, whereunto | 
the Subjects owe their bounden Allepiance, is | 
rightly veſted in thoſt perſons that now cx- | 
ercile it; or as if they did import an utter ' B 
abjuration, or rcnoucing of that All-grance Þ! 
which; was formerly held due to the King. 


IT. This being cleared, the ncxt enquiry | 
muſt be, Whether or no the words of the En- | 
gagement will reaſonably bear ſuch a con- | 
ſtruction, as to the underſtanding of a ra- Þ 
tonal and conſcientious man,may _— ff 
; titcnt þ 


—_— — ———————— 
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ſitent with his 4#ounden duty and Allegiance 
to his lawful Sovereign > Whereof (I think) 
there need be no great queſtion made, if it 
be well conſtdered. 

I. That all expreſſions by words, are 
ſubje& to ſuch ambiguities, thar ſcarce any 
thing Can be (aid or expr: fled 1n any words, 
how cautelouſly ſoever choſen , which will 
not render the whole ſpecch capable of more 


E conſtructions than one, 


2, Thar very many men, known to be 


1 well affeed ro the King and his Party, and 
"1 reputed otherwaies both learned and con- 
1 ſcientious (not to mention the Presbyterians, 
'Y moſt of whom, truly for my own part, when 
2 we ſpeak of learning and conſcience, I hold 
Y to be very little conftderable) have ſubſcri- 


bed the Engagement ; who in the judgment 
of Charity, we are to preſume, would not 


6 have done, if they had not been perſwa- 
2] ded the words might be underſtood in ſome 
Aluch qualified ſenſe, as might ſtand with the 


duty of Allegiance to the King. 


3. That (as you write) it is ſtrong'y re- 
ported and belicved , that the King hath 


Meiven way to the raking of the Engagement, 
Wrather than that. his good Subjcets ſhould 
Yoſe their Eſtates for retuling the ſame, 


| Which 
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Which, as it is a clear evidence, that the 
King, and” they who are about him, to ad- 
viſe him, do not ſo conceive of. the words 
of this Engagcment, as if they did neceſſa- 
rily import an abandoning of the Allegiance 
due to him : ſo 'tis (if true) a matter of 
preat confideration towards the ſatisfaQion 
of ſo many, as out of that fear only, have 
ſcrupled the _—_ of it. For the dong of 
that cannot be reaſonably thought to deſtroy 
the Subjects Allegiance; which the King, 
who expc&teth Allegiance from all his Sub- 
Jeas, adviſedly, and upon mature delibera- F 
tion alloweth them to do, = 


ITT, But all this being granted, that the 
words of the Engagement are capable of 
fuch conſtru&ion z yet is not the Conſcience 
chereby ſufficiently ſecurcd , from jultly 
ſ{crupling at the taking thereof, unleſs it may I 
yet further appear, that the Subje@ hath the 
liberty ro make uſe of ſuch a conſtrudtion | 
which is in effe& the Quere contained inyour | 
Poſtſcript, viz. VVhether upon ſuppoſition, | 
that the words of the Engagement will bear 
more conſtructians than one, the ſubſcriber 
may take it in his own ſenſe, or is bound to 
rake it in the impolſers ſenſe 2 or, Vhether 

lu 
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ir be neceſſary or expedient before he ſub- 
ſcribe, to ask thoſe thor require his ſub- 
S I ſeription, in whae ſenſe they require him to 
- & ſubſcribe it 2 Upon the relolution of which 
Quere, ſince (as I conceive) the laſt refolu- 
tion of the Judgment, wherein the Conſci- 
ence is to acquieſce,doth principally depend; 

I ſhall endeavour to give youu my thoughts 
| therein, (wherein I acknowledg to have re- 

ceived much light and fatisfaQtion from a 
Diſcourſe written by a Learned, Judicious, 

and Pious friend, whereot I lately had the 
© peruſal, but for ſome reaſons, nor thoughr 
2 fit to be publiſhed) as diſtin&ly, and clearly, 
© as the time I have to do it in, will ſuffer. 

E 1, Firft then, for a man thar is required 
{ I of another to give Faith by ſome Oath, Pro- 
© I miſe, or other Engagement, to take it in a 
Y I {enſe of his own, manifeſtly different (even 
Y Bl in his own apprehenſion) from the others 
© F meaning, ſufficiently expreſſed by words, ac- 
3 i cording to the common cuftome of ſpeech, 
r J and the nature of the buſineſs which it con- 
» © cerneth, is ſo grols a conce-ir, that had not 
r & the impudence of the J: ſuics, in maintain» 
i ng the lawfulncſs of their Equivocations; 
2 x and the fad expericnce of theſe late times, 
(wherein thouſands have cheated rhemſclves 

 — 0 T6 
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ences. 
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in perjury, by thinking to avoid 1t) eviden.. W hi 
ced the contrary, it might w(!] have becn fl m 
chought a thing incredible, that any man of I w| 
common underſtanding , ſhould ſuffer his Wm 
reaſon to be fo infatuated by his affe&ions, M it 
as to be deceived thereby. For if ſuch lati- Ml 
rude of conſtruction thould be admitted in WY oy 
Promiſes, and other Obligations of that na- 
ture, intended for the Preſervation of Faith 
amonglt mankind, there would not remain # 
any poſſible means, whereby for men to have | 
aflurance of one anothers meanings, Vhere. 
fore I take that for a clear truth, That all 
Promiſes, and Aflurances, wherein Faith is | 
required to be given to another, ought to be | 
underſtood, ad mentem tmponentts, according | 
to the mind and meaning of him to whom 
the Faith is to be given; lo far forth as the 
meaning may reaſonably appear, by the na- | 
ture of the matter about which tt ts conver- | 
fant, and ſuch fignification of the words, | 
whereby it is expreficd, as according to the | 
ordinary ule of ſpcech amornglt men,agreeth | 
beſt there unto, The reaſon whereot is, be- þ 
cauſe the Faith ſo required to be given, is | 
intended to the brhoot, and for the intercit | 
of him that requircth it, namely, to the | 
end he gay haye the better aſſurance _ 

UN 


TO 
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him that giveth the faith, that what is pro= 
miſed (hall be accordingly pertormed : 
which aflurance he cannot have, if after his 


| meaning, ſuthciently declared by the words, 


it ſhould yer be ar thc liberty of the Promi- 
ſer to reſerve another ſecret meaning in his 
own breaſt, differing there-from. 

2. But Secozdly, what if the Intention of 
the Impoler be not ſo tully declared by the 
E words and the nature of the buſineſs ; but 
E that the ſame words may in fair conſtrution 
| be (ti]l capable of a double meaning, lo as 
| taken in one ſenſe, they (hall bind to More, 
© and in another to Le? I conceive in ſuch 
Y caſe it isnot neccſlary, nor always expedient 
E (but rather for the moſt part otherwile) for 

the Promiſer, before he give faith, to de- 

mand of the Imp»oſer, whether of the two 

© is his meaning. Bur he may by the rule of 
Prudence, and thar (for ought I ſee) with- 
7 out the violation of any Law of Conſcience, 
J make his juſt advantage of that ambiguity, 
2 nd take it in the ſame (enſe which ſhall bind 
© ' the Leſs, And this I ground upon the very 
J lame reaſon as before ; For fith the Faith to 
© be given, is intended to the bchoof of him, 
Eto whom it is given, it concerneth him to 
ake care that his meaning be expreſſed in 
| L'2 ſuch 


- 
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\uch words as will ſufficiently manifeſt the 
ſame to the underſtanding of a reaſonable 
man. Which if —_— to do, no Law | 
of Equity or Prudence bindeth the Promiſer 
by an over-ſcrupulous diligence to make it 
out, whereby to lay a greater obligation up- 
on himſelf than he need to do. 

3. But then T5:r4ly, it it ſhall happen (as 
often it cometh to paſs, when we have to 
deal with cunning men, and may poſhbly ve 
the Caſe now,ind undoubredly was ſo in the þ 
buſineſs of the Proteſtation, when the time 
was) That he that requircth the faith to be © 
given, do of purpoſc fo contrive the words, | 
that there may be |; fr an ambiguity 2nd lati- i 
tude of ſenſe therein; yea, and that it be 
very probable, and in a manner apparent, | 
(upon the conſideration of the point of 
intereſt, or other ſtrong preſumprians ari- | 
ſing from circum{itances or otherwiſe) even | 
to the apprehenſion of the Promiſer himlelf, | 
thar he hath ſome farther reach in requiring | 
that promiſe fromhim, ſome more remote | 
and ſecret intention then he is willing to dil- | 
cover. In that caſe what is to be done? þ 
I anſwer, That the Promiſer in ſuch caſe is 
no ways obliged in giving his Faith, to take | 
notice of any ſecret intention, but is 8 li- 

Derry 
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berty to make uſe of that Lacitude of ſenſe, 
which the other did rather chuſe to leave un-= 
determined, than to reſtrain, and fo to turn 
the others cunning dealing to his own beſt 
| advantage, by taking it in the more favoura- 

ble 5us 4 Sag and that which bindeth to 
l:ſs. For it is the declared intention only, (viz. 
That which the words,according to the come 
mon uſe of ſpeech, do in rclation to the na- 
ture of the ſubje&, moſt naturaliy and pros 
perly repreſent to the underſtanding of rea- 
f ſonable men, when they hear them) and not 
” to the remote, ſecret, and reſerved intent, 


© which the Promiſer is obliged vnto. The 
' E reaſon whereof is manifeſt ; becauſe he 
, © thar requireth Faith to be given from ano- 


ther, by words of his own contriving, is 
| cver preſumed ſo to have determined the 
ſenſe thereof, in the contrivance of the 
words, as may ſufficiently declare what he 
intendeth the Promiſer ſhould aſſure him to 
perform. If therefore he have not ſo deter- 
mined the words, as to fignifie the More 
it is in all reaſon to be preſumed, that he in- 
tended to oblige him but to the Leſs, For 
being at liberty to make his own choice of 
words, whereby to expreſs his own mean» 
in7; whocan think otherwiſe, but that he 
I 4 would 
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would make the choice with reſpe& to his 
own Intereſt> And therefore, though he 
might have a ſecret defire, which he is loth 
to diſcover, that the Promiſer (hould be 
bound to the More, and wonld be marvel - 
louſly well pleaſed, that he ſhould fo under. 


ſtand the words, 2s if they intended to bind 
him to the More: Yet ſince it had b<en to 
eaſie a matter for him, by ad ling or altering 
a few words, to have declared that intent, 
:f he hal thought it conducible to his own 
ends; it will be preſumed allo, that it was 
out of ro\ſpeR of flf-intereit , that he for- 
bare fo to do, and chuſe rather to leave his 
meaning, in ſuch g.oeral words, as will not 
exclude the ſenſe, which bindeth but to the 
Leſs; and conſequently that his declared in- 
tent obligeth to no more but to the Leſs 
6:ly, 


I V. To bring the matter yet cloſer, and 
to put it up to the preſent Caſes, there are 
yet two things more to be done. 

__ Frnrſf, Toſhew what the different con- 
ſtrucions (the higheſt, I mean, and the loweſt) 
the words of the Engagement are fairly ca- 

pable of. 
. » And Srcozdly, to find as well as we can, 
| whether 
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whether of the two is mote probably the 
meaning intended by the Impoſers, to be 
declared by the words. 

The words arc theſe : 


I do promiſe to be true and faithful to the Com- 


-10n-wealth of England, as it is now eita- 
bliſhed without K.ing or Loras. 


Wherein there are ſundry ambiguities, 


1. Firſt, In the words true and faithful ; 
by which may be intended, either the pro- 
miſe of that Fidel:ty and Allegrance (which 
was formerly acknowledged to be due ro 
the King, &c.) to be now performed to 
thoſe that are preſently pofſefſed of the Su- 
pream Power, as their right and due. Or 
elſe that promiſe of ſuch a kind of fidelity, as 
Captives taken in the War, promiſe to their 
Enemies, when they fall under their powers 
V1Z, to remain true Priſoners of War, and 
lo long as they are in their power, not to at= 


tempt any thing to their deſtruQtion, 


2. Secondly, In the word Commonenealth, 
by which may either be meant, thoſe per- 
ſons who are the prevalent party in this King- 

dom, 
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dom, and now are poſlefled of, and do ex- 
ercile the Supreme Power therein, as it the 
right of Soveraignty were veſted in them : 
Or elſe, the whole entire Body of the Engliſh 
Nation, as it is a Civil Society or State 
within it ſelf, diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Foreign Eſtates. Taken in the former ſenſe, 
the fidelity promiled to the Commoy-nealth, 
relateth diretly to the upholding of thar 
party who are the preſentGovernors de fads, 
and imports ſubjeQion to them as de jure : 
But taken in the latter, 1t relateth to the 
ſafety of the Nation,and importeth no more 
as to the preſent Governors, but to live 
peaceably under them ae fafo, and to yield 
obedience to them in things abſolutely ne- 
ceflary for the upholding Civil Society with- 
in the Realm, ſuch as are the defence of the 
Nation againſt Foraigners, the furtherance 


of Publick Juſtice, and the maintenance ot 


Trade. 
3. In the words 45 it now eſtabliſhed, c. 


which may be underſtood either by way of 


approbation of what hath been done by way 
of aboliſhing Kingly Government , and the 
Houle of Peers, and placing all Authorit 


and Power within, the Realm, in the Houle © 


of Commons, Or clle ren yilexa's only, a5 ? 
clauſe 
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clauſe ſimply and barcly reciting what man- 
ner of Government it is that this Nation 
de fafio, 1s now under; v:z, a Government 
by the Commons only, without either King 
or Houſe of Lords. 

© Which Ambiguities conſidered, The 
© higheſt conſtrufion that can be reaſonably 
© made of the words, is to this effet, TI 
© acknowledge the Sovereign Power of this 
« Nation, whereunto I owe Allegiance and 
Z <© Subjectionto be rightly (tated in theHouſe 
” «© Commons, wherein neither King nor 


” &*T.grds (as ſuch) have, or henceforth oughe 


* © tohave any (hare; And I promile that I 
* will perform all Allegiance and SubjeRion 
&« thereunto, and maintain the ſame with my 
” © fortunes and lite ro the utmoſt of my 
” © power. 
” And the loveft contrufiion that can be rea» 
= ſonably made of the ſame words, is to this 
effe : ©* Whereas for the preſent, the Su- 
© preme Power in Er2land, under which 
<« Power I now am, is actually pofleſſed and 
« exerciſed by the Houſe of Commons , 
© without either King or Lords; I promiſe 
«© that ſo long as I live under that power 
* and protection, I will not contrive or at- 
© tempt any ac of ho{ility againſt om: 
- but 


_ I 
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< but living quietly and peaceably nnder 
© them, will endeavor my ſelf faithfully in 
* my place and calling, to do what every 
* 00d member of a Common « wealth 
© ought to do for the ſafety of my Country, 
*f and preſervation of Civil Soctety therein. 

V., Now cometh in to be conſidered in 
the laſt place the great Queſtion, whether 
of the two confiruttions it 1s, (That which 
bindeth to the Moſt, or Thu which obligerh 
to the Leaff, the words can well bear) that 
the formers of the Engagement did rather 
intend to declare by theſe words. They 
that think the former, want not probability of 
reaſon to ground their perſwaſtons upon. 
For they conſider, that thoſe who are pre- 
ſently poflefled of the Supreme Power, arc 
rot minded to part with it if they can hold } 
it. And that the likelieſt way to bold it is, if ® 
they can poſſibly bring the whole people of ® 
Ezland, or art lealt the far greateſt part | 
thereof, to acknowledge that they are rightly 
poſleſſed of it,and to promiſe Subje&ion and 
Allegrance to them as ſuch. And that there- 
fore the Engagement, being purpolcly devi- 
ſed and ſet on foot, as the firteſt engine ro Þ 
expedite that work, muſt in all reaſon intend i 
to oblige ſo far, Which being ſo _ to 
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their Judgment and per{waſfion, concerning 
the duty and Oath of Allegiance, I cannor 
blame thoſe that fo underſtand the words of 
the Engagement, if rhcy abominate the very 
thought of taking it. 


But there wanteth not great probability of 


Reaſon on the other ſide, ro induce us to 
believe that the latter and lower ſenſe is ra- 
ther to be deemed the immediate, and de- 
clared intent of the Impoſers, whatſoever 
cauſe of ſuſpition there may-be, that the for- 
mer meaning may be more agreeable to their 
ſecret, reſerved, and ultimate tent ; between 
which two, [if there be any difference (as it 
is not impoſſible bur there may be) the En- 
gager 15 not concerned in it, or not yet * the 
Equivocatton, if there be any in that, muſt 
be put-upon the Impoſers, not on the Pro- 
miſers ſcore. For tþ us belicving, there are 
amoneſt others theſe Probabilities. 

1. That many prudent and conſciencious 
men of the Royal Party, as well Divines and 
Lawyers, as others, have thus underſtood it, 
who we preſume would not for any out- 
ward reſp. in the world have taken it, if 
they had conceived any more to have been 
intended In 1t, 

2, That it hath often becy affirmed, both 
| pubz 
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publickly and privately in ſeveral parts of the 
Kingdom (if we may believe either common 
fame, or the reports of lundry credible par- 
ticular perſons) by thoſe that have perſwa- 
ded or preſſed others to ſubſcribe ; that the 
ſame is the very true intent and meaning of 
it, and no other. 

3. That if the Impoſers had been minded 
to have declared an intent of binding to wore, 
they might caſtly have framed the words fo 
as not to be capable of a conſtruction bind- 
ing to Leſs. | 

4. That (as is allo credibly reported) 
whilſt the form of words was under debate, 
the opinion of thoſe that would have had ir 
fer higher, was not followed, as beld unſea- 
fonable ; and the vote carried, for the more 
_— expreſſion wherein it now ſtand- 
eth, 

5. That the Impolers, intending by the 
Engagement to ſecure themſelves, eſpectal- 
ly againſt the deſigns and attempts of thoſe 
men, who they knew (well enough) held 
them tor no other than Ulſurpers, mult be 
in reaſon ſuppoſed to require no more afſu- 
rance of them by the Engagement, than ſuch 
as may and is uſually given to Ulſurpers ; 
which is, tot an acknowledgment of _ 

tit, 
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title, and a promiſe of Allegiance, but mcer- 
ly a promiſe of living quictly, ſo long as 
they are under their powcr, and enjoy thetr 
T protection. 
T 6. Thatiris a received Maxim of Poli- 
tical prudence , for all new Governors , 
(elpectally thoſe that either introduce a new 
| form of Goyernment, or come in upan a 
C queſtionable title) to abſtain from all harſh 
proceedings, even againſt thoſe whum they 
Z know to be evil affected to their Power, and 
EF not ſo much as to exaſperate them (though 
© itbe in the power of their hands to deſtroy 
-. them) eſpecially in the beginning of their 
* Government ; but rather to ſweeten them 
& into a better opinion of their perſons, and 
Z to win upon them by AQs of Grace and 
| Oblivion (for Remiſſins impe- gemec. x. 
© ranti melins paretur.) $0 as they Pe Clem. 
® may haye but any tolerable kind *F 
& of affurance'frym them in the mean time, 
q of living quietly and peaceably under them, 
J We have no reaſon therefore to believe that 
{ the Impoſers of this Engagement, who have 
© acted the parts of the greateſt Politicians, 
} fo perfectly and ſuccesfully hitherto, as to 
J poflels themſelves fo fully of rhe Supream 
Power of ſo great and flouriſhing a King- 
dum, 
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dom, in ſo few years, would be fo impoli 
rick as not to procced by the ſame rules, thar 
all wiſe and ſuccesful perſons have ever pra 


Qiſed in the managing, and for the eſtabliſh. 


ing of an acquired power. 
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VI. Out of all theſe premiſes together] 


(weighing my Poſitive concluſion, either 


Affirmative or Negative, touching the Law- 
fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of ſubſcribing i# u:- 
werſalt) 1 (hall declare my opinion only in| 


thele few following particulars. 


1. Thar it is not lawful for any man to | 
eake the Engagement with a reſolution to Þ 


break it. 


2, That therefore , whoſocver think. th 4 
the words of the Engagement do cantain a | 


] x Wits 7: | 
promiſe of any thing which it is not Jawtu! 


for him to perform , cannot take it with a 
good conſcience. 
3. That whoſoever fo underſtandeth the 


words of the Engagemcnt, as if they did 


oblige him to any thing cortrary to his Al- | 
legiancc, or render him unable to a accord- 
ing thereunto, upon any leaſonable emer - 2 
ging occaſion, cannot with a good conlc!- | 


ence take 1t. | | 


4. That it any man for any temporal be- | 


nefit, 


(Cl 
MN 
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nefit, or avoiding any temporal damage, 
ſhall take the Engagement with a doubring 
conſcience (that 1s, before he be perſwaded 
in his Judgment, upon ſome probable 
oround of reaſon, that it is lawful for him 


ſo to do) he ſinneth therein. 


5. Thar if any man after a ſerious deſire 
of informing himſclt as rightly as he can, 
what are the dutics of his Allegrance on 
the one ſide, and what is moſt probably the 
meaning intended by the words of the En- 
gagement on the other ſide, ſhall find him- 
felt well ſatisfied in this perſwaſion, that 
the performance in the mean time of what 
is required by the Engagement ſo under- 
ſtood, is no way contrary (tor any thing he 
can diſcern fot the preſent) to his bounden 
Allegiance, folong as he ts under ſuch a torce. 


1 2s that he cannot exerciſe it ; and likewiſe, 
” that whenſoever that force is {o removed 


from him, or he from under it, as that hc 
hath power to a& according to his Alleg:- 
ance, the Obligation of the Eng2gcment of 


7 it ſelf determincth and cxpircth : and our 
of theſe conſiderations, rather than ſuffer ex- 


| treme prejudice in his perſon, eſtate, or ne= 


ccllary relations, ſhall ſublcribe the Engage- 
ment ; fince his own heart condemn ti hym 


bat, neither will 1, IK Lir, 


_ 
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Sir, I have now two requeſts to you, | 
which I doubt not but vou will think rea- | 
ſonable. The one, that whatſoever uſe you Y G 
ſhall pleaſe to make of theſe papers, or any © to 
thing therein contained , for your own, or i all 
any tricnds ſatisfa&tion ; yet you would nor | 
dcliver any Copies abroad, leit they ſhould 
come to be printed, as ſome other papers of | B. 
mine, written In this manner, have been M 2c 
without my knowledg. This I defire, both 
in reſpe& of the danger I might incur from 
the diſpleaſure of the Potent Party, if any 
ſuch thing ſhould come abroad ; as allo left * 
vpon the conſideration of ſome things here 
hinted, they might think the words of the 
Engagement too light,and might thence take 
occaſion to lay ſome heavier Ovlization vp- 
on us, in words that ſhould oblige t7 More, © 
The other requeſt 1s, thar fince I have nor 
any other perte@ Copy of what I now ſend ©: 
you, you wonld procure it to be tranſcribed 2: 
for me; and cither the copy lo tranſcribed, Þ 
or theſe very papers rather, when you have # 
tranſcribed them, tranſmit encloſed ina Let- © 
eer, or by ſome Friend that will be lure to 
deliver them ſafe, with his own hands,to my 
SON -<=-- in Londen, to wiiom I ſhall write 
fuortly, that he may expect them, 


vr, 
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| Sir, Idefire that my beſt recipes may be 


preſented, &c. ----- God endue us all with 
Grace and Wiſdom fit for theſe evil times ; 
to whoſe Mercy and Bleſſing commend us 
all, I reſt, 


WO, Your Loving Friend 
B.P. Dec, 
20,1 65 Os; and Servant, 
K 2 THE 


Deliberately Iterated. 
The Cub. 


eee ae. ua 


Gentleman of good Ejtate, hath Iſue one. 


| only Daughter, who placing her affeF1ons 
por a perſon much below her rank, inendeth 


Marriage with him : The Father hearins of # 
it, tn great diſpleaſure Voweth, and confirmeth © 
2t with an Oath, that if ſhe Marry him, he will. 


never give her a farthing of his Eſtate, Th: 
Daughter notwithſtanding M arryeth him: After 


which the Father ſundry times iterateth and re- 
weweth his ſaid former Vow, and that in a ſer;- | 


ous and deliberate manner, adding further, 
That he would never give her or any of hers 
any part of his Eſtate, 

QUAKE: 

Whether the F athers Vow ſo made, ant ſo 
confirmed and iterated 4s aboveſard, be Obl:- 
gatory or not £ 

The Reſolution, 
My opinion is, That the Vow ws Raſh, 
#1 15 n0t at all Ovligatory, 
I, The 
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1 - tr. The Queſtion here propoſed is con- 
5] cerning the obligation only ; yer I deem 
2] it expedient to declare my opinion concer- 
1 ning the Raſhneſs alſo: and that for two rea- 
+ ſons. Firſt, Becauſe there leemeth in the 
= propolal of the Caſe,to be ſome weight laid 
= upon the after iterations, which were more 
deliberate, as if they added to the Obliga- I 
tion, And Seroxdly, Becauſe I think it lit 
* needful that the Vower ſhould as well be 
* convinced of the greatneſs of his {ta-in ma- 
* kfng (uch a Vow, for the time palt, as ſatis- 
fled concerning the preſent and future inva= 
ity of it. Ps) 

2. It is caſte to believe, that the Gentle- 
man, when he firſt made the Vow,,was pol- 
ſcfled with a very great indignation againſt | 
his Daughter for: her high and inexculable þ 
diſobedience to himn ſo very weighty a bu- 
linels. And truly it mult be contefſed, he 

' had need to be a.man of a very rare com- 

mand over his own Spirit, . and ſuch as are 

: ſcarce to be found one of a thouſand, thar 
could fo contain himſclf within the bounds 

- of reaſon, upon ſo juſt a provocation from 
an only child, (poſſibly ſome other aggrava- 
© ting circumſtances concurring) as not to be 
© tranſported with the violence of that paſſion, 
 - — I into 
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into ſome thonohts and reſolutions, not- ex. | 


T36 


atly agreeable with the diQates of 'right |! 
reaſon. It can therefore be little doubted, 


bur the Vow made whilſt the Reaſon was Z 

held under the force of fo ſtrange a pertur- 

bation, was a raſh and irrational Vow. ; 
3. Nor will theſe after-4s in confirma- | 


tion of the firſt Vow, though having more of | 


deliberation in them, be ſufficient to redeem 


eſther it or themſelves from the imputation Z 
of Raſhneſs : underftanding raſhneſs in that ® 
latitude as the Caſuiſts do, when they trear © 
de Voto t*merari9, under the notiun whereot 

they comprehend all ſuch Vows as happen 

per defeFum plene © diſcuſſe deliberationt', 
as they expreſs it; Por it is to be confidered, 


that when an injury, diſobedience, or other | 


aff:ont is ſtrongly reſcyted, ir many times | 
raketh a' very deep'impreffion in the Soul, + 
which though after 'the firſt ;mpetus have a | 
little ſpent itſelf, ir begin ſormcwhat to abate, | 
yet it doth ſo by ſuch ſlow and inſenfible de- 


rees, that' the ſame perturbation, which * 


rſt diſcompuſed the mind , may' have 4 


ſtrong influence into all ſucceeding delibera- | 


tions for a long time after, Even as after an 


acute Feaver, wherthe ſharpeſt paroxyimes Þ 


zre over,' and the malignity of the _ 
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well ſpent, although the party begin to reco» 
ver ſome degrees of ſtrength ; yetthere may 
remain for a good while atter ſuch a debility 
in the parties, as that they cannot exercife 
their proper functions, but with ſome weak- 
neſs more or lefs,: till the party be pertectly 
recovered. Sith therefore the after-ircratt= 
ons on the firſt Vow in the preſent caſe, did 
procecd apparently from the rancor and ma= 
lignity remaining in the mind, as the dregs 
and reliques of the ſame perturbation, from 
which the firſt Vow allo proceeded : they 
mult upon the ſame account (to wir, per des 
fethum plene deliberations) undergo the ſame 
cenſure of Raſhneſs with the firſt, The ſame 
I lay for the kind;lome difference I grant there 
is tor the degred: bur Mayes & Minus non 
variant ſpeciew, we know. And the confi» - 
deration of that.difference is only thus far 
uſeful in the preſent Caſe, that the more de- 
liberate thoſeiafrer-a&s were, the more cul- 
pable thev are, and the leſs capable either 
of Excuſe or Extenuation ; and conſequent» 
ly do oblige the party to ſo-much the more 
{crious, ſolemn, and laſting Repentance, 
4. Bur concerning raſhVowes'(in as much 

as the knot of the Queltion lycth not there) 
it ſhall ſuffice to Tote thele tew points, Firſt, 
K 4 
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That every Raſh Vow is a ſin; and that upon 
its own ſcore, and preciſely as it is Raſh, al- 
though it ſhould not be any other way pec- 
cant. All a&s of Religious worſhip (by the 
importance of the third Commandment ) 
are to be performed with all dne ſobriety, 
attention, and adviſedneſs: how much more 
than a Vow ? which is ane of the higheft acts 
of worſhip, as being a ſacred contra, where 
unto God himſelf is a party. See Eccl.5.1, 
&c. Secondly, That Raſh Vows are for the 
molt part, (beſides the Raſhneſs) peccant in 
cheir matter alſo; For they are commonly 
made in paſſion, and all paſſions are evil 
Counſellors, and Anger as bad as the firſt, 
The wrath of Man (ſeldom warketh. the righte- 
ouſneſs of God. Thirdly, That a Raſh Vow, 
(though to be repented of far the Raſhnels) 
may yet in lome caſes bind. As for exam- 
ple, A man finding himſelf ill uſed by a 
Shop-keeper', of whom he had formerly 
been accuſtomed to buy, voweth in a Rage 
that he will never buy of him again ; This 
is a Ra(h Vow, yet it bindeth,;becaulc if the 
party had never made any ſuch Vow art all, 
ir had neither. been unjuſt or uncharitable, 
(nor ſo much as imprudent) in him tor to 
aave dane the ſame thing, which by his — 
- he 
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he hath now bound himſelf to do. So if a | 

Z man impatient of his il] luck at Cards,ſhould 
= Vow in a heat ncver to Play at Cards any | 
{ more; he were in this caſe alſo bound to 
# keep his Vow : becaule there neither is any 
Z fin in keeping it, nor can be any grear neceſſt- 
ty why he ſhould break: ir. That therefore 
SF ourthly, it at any time a Raſh Vow bind not; 
Z the invalidity thereof proceedeth nor meer- 
” ly (nor indeed at all) from the Raſhneſs 
(which yer 1s a very common error amoneſt 
men) but from the faultineſs of it other- ſl 
wiſe, in reſpe& of the matter, or thing j 
4 

| 


vowed to be done; when that which is fo 
Vowed, is either fo cvil in it ſelf, or by rea- 

| fon of circumſtances, becometh fo evil, that 
ir cannot be performed withour fin, I} 
5. That therefore concerning the Vow in | 
the preſent caſe, I declared my Opinion thar 
it is not at all obligatory ; it 1s done upon 
this ground (which 15 a moſt certain truth, 
' and conſented to by all) that Rez llicite nulla 
+ obligatio, If a man (hall Vow any thing thar 
© Iscontrary to Prety; as if having taken of- 
= fence at ſome indiſcreet paflage in a Sermon 
= of his own Miniſter, he ſhould vow that he 
Z would never come to the Church, or hear 
him Preach acain,: Or that js contrary to 
Fuſtice, 
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Juſtice, as to take away the life of an inno. 
cent perſon, as thoſe 45 perſons that ha. 
vowed they would neither eat aor drink till 
they had ſlain Paul : Or never to make re- 
ſitution to one whom he knew he had wron« 
ged : Or contrary to Charity , 25S to be re- 
venged of, or never to be friends w'th-one 
that had done him wrong :- Or:that 1s con- 
trary to Mercy, as it having loft ſome mo- 
ney by lending to his friend; or having ſmar- 


ee nn 


ted by ſuretiſhip, he ſhould vow ncver to 


lend any man money, or becowe ſtrecy tor 
any man again, Ler ſuch a Vow, 1 lay, as 
any of thele, or any of the like nature, be 
made cither raſhly , or dclibexately , and 
ſtrengthened with Oarizs and Imprecations, 
11 the moſt direful and ſolemn manner thar 
can be deviſed to tie it on the. fafter; yer it 
is alrogether null and invalid as to the cff-& 
of Obligation. Whencc thoſe. common {2v- 
ings, {nz male. promiiſſis reſcinde yidem ; ne ſit 
Juramentum Vinculum tniquitatis, &c, And 
we have a good preſident for it in David, 
aiter he had.in-a rage vowed the deſtruQion 
of Nabal, and all that belonged to him; 
which vow, upon better conſideration, he 
not only did not prrtorm, but he blifſed God 
allo, for ſo providentially preventing the 
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performance of ir, by the diſcreet demeanor 
and intervention of Abrgarl, 

6. Now the reaſon why ſuch vows are 
not binding, is-very cogent and clear ; Even 
becaule the pirty at ſuch time as he is ſup. 
Poſed to have made ſuch Vow as aforeſaid, 
lay under another (a former, and therefore 
a ſtronger) obligation to the contrary, An 
it is agcceable to all the reaſon in the World, 
that he who cither by nis own voluntary act, 
hath bound himſelf C where lawfully he 
might ſo do) or by the command of his Jaw- 
ful Superior (that hath a right to his lervice, 
and may cxa& obedience from him) ts al- 
ready bound to do, or not to do this or that 
ſhould nor have power to difoblige himſclt 
therefrom, at his owa plealure, or to luper- 
induce upon himſelt a new Obligation con= 
trary thereunto © Ozlizatro prior prejuatcat 
poſteriorr, As in the cale of Marraze, a 
precontract with one party, avoidcth all at- 
rer-contraRs with any other ; And it a man 
convey Lands to ſeveral perfons, by deeds of 
ſeveral date, the firlt conv: yance ſtanderh 
g00d, and all the reſt are void; and fo in 
all caſes of {ike nature, The Obligatory 
power thereof that is in Vows, Oaths, Pro= 
miſcs, &c. is rightly ſaid by ſome, to be a 
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conſtruttive, not a deſtrutive power, The 
meaning ts, that ſuch a&s may create a new 
Obligation where was none before, or Con- 
firm an old one z bur it cannot deſtroy an 
old one, or ſubſtitute another contrary there- 
unto, in the places thereof, 

7. And the reaſon of this reaſon allo is 
yct farther evident ; for that Qniſqurs obIrgae 
tur, altert obligatuy, When a mian is obliged 
by any aR, it is alſo ſuppoſed, that the ob- 
Jigation is made to ſome other party, to 
whom allo it is ſuppoſed ſome right o ac- 
crue, by vertue of the ſaid a&t obligatory ; 
and that that other party is by the faid a&t 
ſufficiently veſted in that ſaid right, of which 
right he cannot be again dcveſted: and depri- 
ved by the meer a& of him who inſtared 
him therein, and is obliged to perform it to 
him (unlefs himſelf give conſent thereunto) 
without the greateſt injuſtice in the World. 
Now God having a perfc& right to our ove- 
dience, by his own obliging Precepr, both 
for the not doing hurt to any man, and for 
the doing good to every man uponall firop- 
portunjties : and this right alſo confirmed, 
and ratified by our-own obligftory act in a 
ſolemn manner, before many witneffes at our 
Baptiſm, when we vowed to keep all _ 
| OM» 
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Commandments : it were unreaſonable to 
think that it ſhould be in our power, by any 
after-a& of ours to diſoblige our ſelves from 
Z both, or cither of thoſe obligations, For 
then we might by the ſame realon tree our 
= ſelves from the obligation of that latter At 

allo (\uppole an Oath, or Vow) by another 

ſubſequent Oath, or Vow ; and from that 
'” again by another : and fo play taſt and looſe, 
> make Vows, and break them 72 17finitum. 
' Evident it 1s therefore, that every vow rc- 
quiring any thing to be done, which is repug- 
nant to any office of Ptety, Juſtice, Charity, 
or Mercy, which we owe either to God or 
man, 1s void, and bindeth not , becauſe it 
findeth us under the power of a former con- 
trary obligation, and hath nor it (clt power 
ſuicient to free or diſcharge us from the 
ſame. 

8. The general rule thus clearcd, it re- 
Mmaineth to examine concerning the part!- 
cular Vow now in queſtion , whether it be 
void upon this account or no ? Ir will be. 
found hard I believe to free this Vow from 
being repugnant to the rules of Juſtice, but 
: Impoſſible, I am ſure, to reconcile it with 
- the perfe& Evangclical Law of Charity and 
Mercy, Firſt, Civil and Political Jiſtice, re 
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uireth that every man ſhould obey the 
wholſome Laws of his Countrey, and ſub. 
mit himſclf to be ordered thereby. Now, 
put the caſe (which is poſſible enough) that 
the Daughters Husband (hould for lack of # 
ſupport trom his Father-in-law, or other. 
wiſe, live and die in great want, leaving his 
Wite, ard many ſmall Children behind him, 
deſtirute of all means for their neccſſary ſu. 
ſtenance. The Law would (as I ſuppoſe) in 
that caſc, upon complaint of the Pariſh, and 
for their caſe, iend the Daughter and her 
Children to the Father, and compel him to 
maintain them out of hts Ettate, Which 
order he ought to obey, nor can refuſe {o to 
do, without the high contempt of publick 
Authority, and manitelt violation of the Ci- 
vil Juſtice, notwithſtanding his Vow to the 
contrary : The Law muſt be obeyed what= * ;, 
focver becometh of the Vow; in that cale * p 
therefore it is evident the Vow bindeth not,” 
9. Bur ſay that ſhould not happen to be _ x 


the caſe (which yet is more than any man _ 
can poſitively ſay before-hand) the Parent is | 1 
nevertheleſs in Moral Fuftice bound to pro- |þ 
vide due maintenance for his Children and *'* 


Grand-Children if he be able. Saint Paul 


faith rhgt Fathers ought to lay vp for the 
Chil- 


| be performed by perloris thar ſtand in mutual | 
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Children, True it is, he ſpeaketh ir bur 
upon the by, and by way of Illuſtration, in 
the handling of another argument, verv di- 
ſtant from this buſincſs : bur that dyth not 
atall lefſen the importance of it, ſuch illu- 
{trations being ever raken 4 n9tzor7, and from 


Z ſuch common notions as are oranted, and 
conſented unto by all reaſonable men. The * 


{ame Apoſtle having amongſt other fins of 
the Gentiles, mentioned. diſobedience to 
Parents in one verſc, in the very next verſe, 
menttoneth alſo want of natural affc&ion in 
Parents. And the diſobedience in the Child 
can no more diſcharge the Parent from the 
obligation of that duty he oweth to the 
Child, of affe&ion, and maintenance, then 
the unnaturalneſs of the Parent, can the 
Child trom the duty he owcth to the Pa- 
rent, of Hozour and Obedience, For the ſe- 
vcral duties, that by Gods ordinance, are to 


relation ether to other, are not paFronal and 


+ conditzonal, as are the Leagues and Agrce- 


ments made between Princes (where the 


; breach in one part diffolveth the obligation 
| On the other) but are abſolute and tndepen= 
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 dext, wherein each perſon is to look to 


bimſclt, and the performance of the duty 
that 
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that lyeth upon him, though the other party 
ſhould fail in the performance of his. 

\ To. Something I foreſee may be obje- 
cd in this point, concerning the lawfulneſs 
of the Parents withdrawing maintenance 
from the Child (cither in whole, or art leaſt 
in part) in the caſe of diſobedience. Which 


how far forth it may, or may not be done, | 


as it would be too long to examine, fo it 
would be of little avail to the preſent buſi. 


neſs. For it is one thing to with-hold main- Þ 
eenance from a diſobedicnt Child for the 


preſent, and to reſolve ſo to continue till 
he ſhall ſee cauſe to the contrary. And ano- 
ther thing to bind himſelf by Vow or Oath, 
never to allow him any for the future, what. 
ſoever ſhould happen. Let be granted whar- 
ſoever can be ſuppoſcd plcadable on the Fa- 
thers bchalt in the preſcrt caſe, yet there 
will ſtill remain two particulars in this Vow, 
not caſily to be cleared from being unjuſt. 
Firſt, let the Davghrers diſobedience de- 
ſerve all this utrermoſt of puniſhment from 
the offended Father ; yet how can it be jult, 
that for the Mothers tault, the poor inro- 
cent (perhaps yct unborn) Children, ſhould 


be utterly, and irrecoverably exclnded from | 4 


all poſſibility of reliet trom thcir Grands 
fathcr ? 


_ 
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father ? Second, It is (if not unjuſt, yer 
what differcth very little there-from) rhe ex- 
tremiry of rigid Juſtice z that” apy offender 


(much leſs a Son or Daughter) ſhould for 


any offence, not deſerving Death, be by a 


kind of fatal Pn decree, put into an 
incapacity of receiving relict from ſuch per- 
ſons, as otherwiſe ought to have relieved the 
ſaid offender, withour any reſervation either 
of the caſe of extreme neceſſity, or of the caſe 
= of ſerious repentance. ns 
& 11. However it be for the point of j#- 
| ſlices yer ſo apparent is the repugnancy of 
the matter of this Vow, with the Precepts of 
Chriflian Charity and Mercy; that if all Thave 
hitherto ſaid were of no force, this repug- 
hancy alone were enough (without other e- 
vidence) to prove the unlawfulnels, and con- 
ſequently the invalidity , or inobligability 
thereof, It 1s (not an Evangelical Counſel, 
but) the expreſs peremptory precept ot. 
Chriſt, that we ſhould be merciful, even 25 
our heavenly Father is merciful. And inal- 
much as, not in that pafſage only, but for 
the moſt part whereloever elſe the duty of 
mercy is prefſed upon us in the Goſpel from 
the example of God : God is repreſented 


to us by the Name, and under the notion of 
| ' F a Father, 
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a Father, although I may not lay much 
—_ upon it, as a demonſtrative proof; 
yet I conceive I may commend it as a ratio- 
nal Topick, for all that are Fathcrs to con- 
ſider of, whether it do not import, that 
mercy is to be expected from a father as much 
as (if not rather much more then) from any 
other man ; and that the want of mercy in a 
| Father, is more unkindly, more vnſeemly, 
more unnatural. then in another man : Bur 


ehis by the way, from that Precept of Chriſt, 
we learn that as there is in God. a two-fold | 
mercy, (a giving mercy, un doing us good, |* 

elcrve itnot, & ator iving mercy, 7 
In pardoning us when we have | ap amiſs:) 


though we 


ſo there ougnt to be in every, good Chriftian 
214n a readineſs (after the example of God) 
to ſhew forth the fruits of »zerc) to others, in 
both kinds, upon all proper and meet occa- 


ſions. Sothar if any perſon, of what quality 


Via: 
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or condition ſocyer, ſhall upon any provoca- | 


tion whatſoever Vow that he will never do 
any thing for ſuch or ſuch a many or that he 
will never forgive ſuch or ſuch a man : every 
ſuch Vow, being contra bonos mores, and con- 
tra offucrum hominis Chriftiant, is unlawful, 
aud bindeth nor. 
| 12. The ofliccs of aerc) in the former of 
| | thoſe 
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thoſe rwo branches, viz. of doing goad, and 
affording relief to thoſe that are in neceſſity, 
are themſelves of ſo great zece{:tj(as the cale 
may be)that common humanity would exit 
the p. rformarice of them from the hand, not 
of a ſtranger only, but even of an enemy, It 
a ſtranger or an enemiesBeaſt lie weltering in 
a Ditch, a helping hand muſt be lent to draw 
is out, The Samaritans compaſſion to the 
wounded Traveller in the Parable, Luk. 10, 
(There being a feud,and that grounded upon 
Religion, which commonly ot all others, is 
the moſt deadly feud between the wwo Natt- 
ons) is commended to our example, to the 
great reproach of the Prieſt and Levite, for 


| their want of Bozels to their poor Brother of. 
the ſame Nati» and Religion with them- 


ſelves; For the nearer the Relation is be- 


| tween the Partics, the ſtronger is the obliga- 


tion of ſhewing zercy either to other. And 

there is ſcarce any relation nearer, and mote 

obliging, then that of Parents and Children. 
Our Saviour, who in Matth.15. ſharply 


' reproved ſuch vows, (though made with an 
| intention to. advance the Service of God, by 


inriching his Treaſury ( as hindred Children 
irom relieving their parents,will not certainly 


' approve of ſuch vows (made without any o- 
TOPE L 2 ther 


7 II roots 


a. $2 ans ure wes. I y _ 
ee RS ASS. 
- —— — — — => A AD - 


"ur 


Yes The Caſe of « Reſp Vow, 


ther intention thien to gratifie rage,” and im 
patience) as hinder Parents from relieving 


their Children, * © 
- 13.[f toavoid the force:ofthis argument, 
it ſhall be alledged, thar the Daughters dif. 
obedience, in a bufineſs of fo high coricern- 
ment, might juſtly deſerve ro be thus fevete- 
ly puniſhed, and that it were but equial fliat 
ſhe,: who had fo little. regard to Her Father, 


when the time was, ſhould be as'little re- | 


garded by hint afterwards, Alb chis/granted, 


cometh not yet-op tothe point of ſhewing IF 
Mercy according to the exainple'of God, No | 
Childs diſobedience «a be ſo great to an {7 


earthly Patent, as v6urs'is: to our heavenly 


Father :: Yerdorh he — our | 


$ COoM- | 


ll defervines continually:do us go 
mttnicatine to our necefſnies,:and cauſing his 


Strn to ſhine, and his Rain to fall, and:infinite | 


henefirs in: all:kinds-to deſcend/ upon man. 
kind; nor excluding rhe nueft:thankleſs, 'and 


diſobediedt;:and rebellious, from having a 


Mare theroin;:.! - nr oe (462 bt, 
' 'T4.And asfor that other/bratich of wer) in 
pardonimn fjexcer, God pivertv/a rich example 


to all mth, of their dyry mm: that kind, (and | 


ro Fathers —_— (by his great readineſs 
ro pactot} the-preareſi offenders, if they 417+ 
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cerely ſeek to him for ir. If the Father in 
the Parable, Luke 15. had -proceeded with 

ſuch ſeverity. againſt his riotous Son, as to. 
have vawed never to have reccived him a= 
gain ; he bad been a very improper exem- 
plar, whereby to ſhadow our the mercy of 
God to repentant: ſinners. Concerning, the 
great. iniportance of this' duty, which is fo 
# irequently:inculcated by Chriſt and his Apo- 
# files, and fo peremptorily enjoyned, as.not - 
® any other duty. more.: See Matt. 6. 4, 15. 
* Matt. 18.21.<--35. Eph. 4. 32. Col.:3, 13. 
'F James 2, 13. Sce alla. Sia. 28. 1, @c.} I 
Z ſhall not need to ſay much ;. only as to the 
® preſent:Caſe, .it would be conſidered, - how 
perverſe a courſe it is, and: contraditory to 
itſelf, for a man to think himſclf obliged by 
# one inconſiderate 'a&, never ' to forgive! his 
& Davghtet;j when as yer he cannot beg pat= 
don of-his own fins, at the hands of Gad, 
Gas he ought in his daily Prayer to do):with» 
out an expreſs condition of forgiving every 
body , and 'an implicit imprecation upon 
himſelf;{if hedo.not, © t 07 Tio: 

- T5. Butſhall the Daughter that hath-thus 
grieved:the ſpirit of her:Father, thus eſcape 
unpuniſhed, and be ini as 'good a condition 
as if ſhe had never offended 2 And will nor 


others 


So 
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others be incouraged by her impunity, to dee* | 
ſpiſe their Parents after her example > There 
is much reaſon it this objeion'; and there. 
fore what I have hitherto written, ought not 
to be underftood, as if thereby were inten. 
ded {uch a plenary indulgence. for the daugh. 
ter, 2s ſhould reſtore her 1» iztegrum, but 
only that ſhe ſhould be made capable of re. 
ceiving ſuch reliet from her Father, from 
time to time, as.in relation to her neceſſi: 
ties, and afcer-carriage, from time to'time, | 
(hould. ſeem reaſonable ; and'that his Vow 
ought not to hinder him from affarding her i 
ſuch relief. But by what degrees, and in i 
what propottton, the Father ſhould thus re- 
ceive his daughter into his fatherly affeion, | 
and relieve her, muſt be left to diſcretion, | 
and the __ of circumſtances. » Only 1 
e (inorder to the objeRion,v1z. 


ſhould adv! 
for examples lake, and that the daughter 
might be made, even to her dying day, ang 
kept, ſenſible of her great and ſinful dilobe- 
dience to her Father) that the Father ſhould 
cut off from his Daughter,and her Poſterity, 
ſome meer portion of his Eſtate, (as per- | 
haps a fitth part at the leaſt; or if a fourth, 
or a whole third part, I ſhould like it the bet- 
ter ; )- and by a ſolemn deliberate Lay de- 
tn) ICate 
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Jicate the ſame to be yearly imployed in 
ſome pious and charitable uſes. Theſe times 
will afford him choice of objeas, if God 
ſhall move his heart (o to do ; and by ſo do- 
ing, he may, F:rſt, in ſome ſort tedeem, and 
make a kind of fatisfation for his former 
Raſbneſs, (not Popſbly underſtood, and in re- 
gord of the Fuftice of God, but) in a moral 
enſe, and in regard of the World, and his 
own Conſcience, Secondly, it may be a good 
= means to keep the Daughter in a continual 
ZZ frcſh remembrance of her fault, that (he 
FZ may not, after a ſhort and ſlight repentance 
*# (as in ſuch caſes too often it happeneth) for- 
* get the ſame ; whereof (he ought to have , 
ome remorſe all the dates of her life, T hird- 
I;, he ſhall thereby after a fort, perform his 
firit vow;I mean according to the general inten- 
tion thereof, and the rational part, (which was . 
to make his Daughter repent aer folly, and to 
ſmart for it: ) the over-plus more than this,be- 
ing but the fruit of rancor and perturbation. 
Lajtly, he ſhall in ſo doing,doubly imitate God, 
our heaven]y Father. Firjt,when a raſh or ſinful 
ad is made an occaſion of a pious or charitable 
work,it beareth ſome reſemblance of,or rather 
15.1ndeed it ſe!f a gracious effet of tizac good - 
neſs and wiſdom 11 God, whereby he bringeth 
I:ghe out of darkneſs, and good out of evil. Se- 
condly, God Himſelf when he graciouſly par- 
| doneth 
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doneth an high preſumptuous 4in,; as he did 
Davids great 11n, 11 the matter of Uriah, com- 
monly layeth ſome laſting affli&tion upon the 
offender, as he did upon David, who after the 
ſealing his pardon for that fin by Nathan,ſcarce 
ever had a quiet day all his Jife long. The rea- 
ſon whereof ſeemeth to be double, partly for 
admonition to others, that nore preſume to 
provoke God in like-wanner, leſt they ſmart 
for it alſo in ike manner ; and partly for the « 
good of the offender, that he-may by the*ſmart 
be brought tothe deeper fenfe of his error, 
and be eftſoons: reminded of irc, leſt he 'ſhou]d 
too ſoon forget it. 


Thus have T with very much ads, ( in that weak condi- 
' tion 1 have been in,ever ſince the queſtion came to my hands, 
and wherein I yet continue ) declared my opinion fully. con- 
cerning the whole buſineſs as far as Tunderſtand it. More larg- 
ty I conjeſs than Tintended, or perhaps was needfut; and 
with greater ſeverity than (it may be_) the parties will | 
?vell like of. Byt truly I defired to do the part of a fatthful 
Conſeſſar,and the ſores on both parts ſeemed to be ſuch as were | 
not to be rouched with too gentle a hand : In the Daughter, 
an att of high diſobedience, tranſported by the .paſſion of in- 
or dinate love 5, and in the Father an aft of great Raſhneſe, 
tranſported by the paſſion of indinate anger : both beyond | 
the baunds of right Keaſon, ard Religion; and both to be. 
deeply repented of. Howſoever, I cannot be ſaſpefed 10 bave 
written ary thing, either out of favour for, or prejudice a- | 
gainſt either party ; not having the leaſt conjefture who 1h: | 
perſons are that are concerned in the buſineſs ; nor ſo much | 
69 in what part of the-Nation they live. T ſhall pray that Go 
would dirett them both, 10 ds that which may beſt ſerve 1s 
his glory, and bring the fanndeft comfort to their own ſouls. 
Amen. s 2 % \ 
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